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Body fluid
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Plasma +204.8/>204.8 102.4/>204.8
Cerebrospinal fiuid 0 412048 25 6/25.6
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BAL 102.4/-204.8 25 6/51 2

Urine 102.4/204.8 5121102 4
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1
ANTIMICROBIAL CATIONIC STEROIDS
AND METHODS OF USE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present application is a 35 U.S.C. §371 national phase
application from, and claiming priority to, International
Application No. PCT/US2011/027177, filed Mar. 4, 2011,
and published under PCT Article 21(2) in English, which is
entitled to priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(e) to U.S. Provi-
sional Application No. 61/310,614, filed Mar. 4, 2010, each of
which applications are incorporated by reference herein in
their entireties.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Viral and non-viral vectors are used as the basis for gene
delivery in current nucleic acid and gene therapy methods.
However, there are concerns about the production, reproduc-
ibility, cost, and safety of viral vectors for gene therapy. As a
result, work has focused on the development of nonviral
vectors where the gene construct of interest is delivered by
synthetic nonviral materials. Examples of such materials
include polycations, dendrimers, and polysaccharides, as
well as small molecule cationic lipids such 3-beta-[N',
N'dimethylaminoethane)-carbamoyl]cholesterol (DC-chol).
Cationic lipids for lipofection condense plasmids, facilitate
enclose escape, neutralize charge of DNA, and/or shield DNA
from nucleases (basic, 1997, Liposomes in Gene Delivery,
CRC Press).

Cationic lipids facilitate plasmid delivery and some cat-
ionic sterol-based compounds are known to possess antimi-
crobial activity due to their amphiphilic character. Given the
persistent bacterial infection associated with several diseases
targeted by gene therapy such as cystic fibrosis (Beadier,
2007, Annual Rev Med, 58:157-170) and the potential con-
sequence of infections on the efficacy of gene delivery admin-
istration, antibacterial activity exhibited by the gene delivery
vehicle would offer a therapeutic benefit.

Recently, several novel steroidal dimers have shown activ-
ity against certain pathogens and some compounds have been
used to facilitate both in vitro transfection and bactericidal
activity. (Blagbrough et al., 2003, Biochem Soc Trans,
31:397-406; Kichler et al., 2005, J Control Release, 107:174-
182; Salunke et al., 2004, J Med Chem, 47:1591-1594).
Facially amphiphilic lipid structures are believed to interact
with membranes by an analogous mechanism to naturally
incurring peptide antibiotics which are active against both
gram-positive and gram-negative bacteria.

Cationic lipids are commonly used non-viral vectors for
gene delivery duo to their ability to condense plasmid DNA
(Hirko et al., Curr Med Chem, 10:1185-1193). Following
synthesis of N-[1-(2,3-dioleyloxy)propyl]-N,N,N-trimethy-
lammonium chloride (DOTMA) for lipofection (Felgner et
al., 1987, PNAS, 84:7413-7417), optimization of the molecu-
lar structures of cationic lipids has been an active area of
research including headgroup (Narang et al., 2005, Biocon-
jug Chem, 16:156-168; Obata et al., 2008, Bioconjug Chem,
19:1055-1063), linker (Bajaj et al., 2008, J Med Chem, 51:
2533-2540; Rajesh et al., 2007, J Am Chem See, 129:11408-
11420; Aissaoui et al., 2004, ] Med Chem, 47:5210-5223),
and hydrophobic domain modifications (Remy et al., 1994,
5:647-654; Heyes et al., 2002, ] Med Chem, 45; 99-114).
Important modifications have included the use of multivalent
polyamines, (Behr et al., 1989, PNAS, 86:6982-6986) which
improve DNA binding and delivery via enhanced surface
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charge density (Martin et al., 2005, Curr Pharm Des, 11:375-
394) and the use of sterol-based hydrophobic groups such as
3B—|N—(N,N-dimethylaminoethane)-carbamoyl|choles-
terol (DC-Chol), which limits toxicity (Gao and Huang, 1991,
Biochem Biophys Res Commun, 179:280-285). Helper lipids
such as dioleoyl phosphatidylethanolamine (DOPE) are used
to improve transgene expression via enhanced liposomal
hydrophobicity and hexagonal inverted phase transition to
facilitate endosomal escape (Karanth et al., 2007, J Pharm
Pharmacol, 59:469-483). Studies of mixed lipids are less
common; however, recent studies involving mixtures of cat-
ionic lipid derivatives have shown promise and represent an
interesting new area for optimization (Wang and MacDonald,
2004, Gene Ther, 11:1358-1362; Wang and MacDonald,
2007, Mol Pharm, 4:615-623; Caracciolo et al., 2007, Bio-
chim Biophys Acta, 1768:2280-2292). In addition to the
molecular structures of cationic lipids, transfection efficiency
has been linked to physicochemical characteristics and mor-
phology of structures formed following complex formation
with DNA (Ma etal., 2007, J Control Release, 123:184-194).
Critical factors influencing transfection activity include
lipoplex charge ratio (lipid:DNA), solution ionic strength,
and residual net surface charge of lipoplexes (liposome-DNA
complex).

Interestingly, several findings have indicated that inflam-
matory cytokines can inhibit gene transfer in vitro with a
decrease in both transcription and transgene activity of ~50%.
(Baatz et al., 2001, Biochim Biophys Acta, 1535:100-109;
Bastonero et al., 2005, ] Gene Med, 7:1439-1449). This
inhibitory effect was prevented by glucocorticoid treatment
indicating blocking the NF-KB pathway, which is known to
control upregulation of numerous inflammatory cytokines
including IL-8 and TNF-alpha (Kulms and Schwarz, 2006,
Vitam Horm, 74:283-300), may play a critical role between
induced inflammation and efficiency of gene transfer. In addi-
tion to the pathogenesis associated with infection, bacterial
membrane bound molecules, such as lipopolysaccharide
(LPS), are known to activate a strong inflammatory response
in eukaryotic cells via toll-like receptors (TRL), especially
TRL4, (Schnare et al., 2006, Int Arch Allergy Immunol, 139:
75-85) therefore, prevention of bacterial-mediated inflamma-
tion may also have a direct impact on gene delivery efficiency.

The activities of two sterol-based cationic lipids: dexam-
ethasone-spermine (DS), (Gruneich et al., 2004, Gene Ther,
11:668-674) and disubstituted spermine (D,S), resulting
from conjugation of dexamethasone to the polyamine sper-
mine DS, has been shown to exhibit anti-inflammatory activ-
ity in an in vivo mouse intraperitoneal thioglycollate chal-
lenge model based on neutrophil infiltration and has been
shown to condense and deliver plasmid DNA enabling in
vitro transfection of plasmid DNA. DS has also been shown to
improve airway targeting, attenuate vector-induced inflam-
mation, and facilitate re-administration in vivo when formu-
lated with adenovirus vectors, (Price et al., 2005, Mol Ther,
12:502-509; Price et al., 2007, Gene Ther, 14:1594-1604; see
also U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/259,097).

There is a long felt need in the art for new antimicrobial
compositions and methods of treatment. The present inven-
tion satisfies this need.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention provides a method of treating an infection in
a subject. In one embodiment, the method comprises the steps
of administering to a subject in need thereof, an antimicrobial
cationic steroid pharmaceutical composition comprising a
steroid-polyamine molecule, wherein the polyamine con-
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stituent of the steroid-polyamine molecule is attached
through the C-21 position of the steroid constituent of the
steroid-polyamine molecule. Preferably, the subject is a
human.

In one embodiment, the infection is an oral infection.

In one, the cationic steroid pharmaceutical composition
comprises an amphiphilic dimer, disubstituted polyamine,
resulting from conjugation of two steroid constituents to both
primary amines on the polyamine. Preferably, the polyamine
is spermine. Preferably, the steroid is dexamethasone.

The invention provides a method of treating an infection in
a subject comprising the steps of administering to a subject in
need thereof, a antimicrobial cationic steroid pharmaceutical
composition comprising a dexamethasone-spermine mol-
ecule, wherein the spermine constituent of said dexametha-
sone-spermine molecule is attached through the C-21 posi-
tion of the dexamethasone constituent of the dexamethasone-
spermine molecule. Preferably, the subject is a human.

In one embodiment, the infection is an oral infection.

In one embodiment, the antimicrobial cationic steroid
pharmaceutical comprises an amphiphilic (Timer, disubsti-
tuted spermine, resulting from conjugation of two dexam-
ethasone constituents to both primary amines on the sper-
mine. Preferably, the polyamine is spermine. Preferably, the
steroid is dexamethasone.

The invention also provides a method of treating an infec-
tion in a subject comprising the steps of administering to a
subject in need thereof, an antimicrobial cationic steroid
pharmaceutical composition made by a method comprising,
mixing together a steroid, a conjugating reagent, and a
polyamine, wherein the conjugating reagent conjugates the
polyamine through the C-21 position of the steroid, puritying
the conjugated steroid-polyamine molecule, thereby produc-
ing a cationic steroid pharmaceutical composition; and
wherein the cationic steroid pharmaceutical composition
treats the disease or disorder, thereby treating a disease or
disorder in a subject. Preferably, the subject is a human.

In one embodiment, the infection is an oral infection.

In one embodiment, the antimicrobial cationic steroid
pharmaceutical composition is an amphiphilic dimer, disub-
stituted polyamine, resulting from conjugation of two steroid
constituents to both primary amines on the polyamine. Pref-
erably, the polyamine is spermine. Preferably, the steroid is
dexamethasone.

In one embodiment, the conjugating reagent is 2-iminothi-
olane.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following detailed description of preferred embodi-
ments of the invention will be better understood when read in
conjunction with the appended drawings. For the purpose of
illustrating the invention, there are shown in the drawings
embodiments which are presently preferred. It should be
understood, however, that the invention is not limited to the
precise arrangements and instrumentalities of the embodi-
ments shown in the drawings. In the drawings:

FIG. 1, comprising FIGS. 1A and 1B, schematically illus-
trates synthesis of a cationic steroid for nucleic acid or drug
delivery and anti-inflammatory activity. The 21-hydroxy
position of dexamethasone was chosen for conjugation of a
cationic group (FIG. 1A). In FIG. 1B it can be seen that the
use of 2-iminothiolane (Traut’s reagent) as a coupling reagent
does not consume a cation on spermine during the synthesis
of the cationic steroid, dexamethasone-spermine (DS; Prod-
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uct 1). Under basic conditions, the prodrug DS undergoes
hydrolysis, releasing spermine and a dexamethasone-amide
(DA; Product 2).

FIG. 2 depicts the structure of disubstituted spermine
(D,S), another product of the synthesis reaction. D,S is an
amphiphilic dimer, disubstituted spermine, resulting from
conjugation of dexamethasone to both primary amines on
spermine. D,S exhibits the characteristic cationic charge of
the primary reaction product at physiological pH due to the
secondary amines retained from spermine and also has addi-
tional hydrophobicity relative to DS resulting from the addi-
tional dexamethasone moiety.

FIG. 3 depicts the results of Nuclear Magnetic Resonance
analysis of DS.

FIG. 4 depicts the results of an analysis of the structure of
DS (1) and D,S (2) with mass spectrometry data showing
multiple ionizations. Synthesis and purification of DS and
D,S were adapted from the method described previously.
(Gruneich et al., 2004, Gene Ther, 11:668-674; see also U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 12/259,097) Single quadrupole
mass spectrometry was performed using a Shimadzu (Colum-
bia, Md.) LCMS coupled to a Hamilton (Reno, Nev.) PRP-1
column (150 mmx10 mm i.d., 10 pm particle size for semi-
preparative separation or 150 mmx2.1 mm i.d., 5 um particle
size for analytical separation) using electrospray ionization
(ESI) in positive ion mode with a scanned m/z range from
160-2000. The LCMS system consisted of a Shimadzu
LC-20AB solvent delivery system coupled to a Shimadzu
SPD20A dual wavelength UV-Vis detector and Shimadzu
LCMS 2010EV mass spectrometer. 'H and **C NMR analy-
sis were performed with a Bruker AVANCE III 500 MHz
instrument using a dual 5 min cryoprobe or a Bruker DMX
600 using a 5 mm TXI 3 axis grad probe.

FIG. 5, comprising FIGS. 5a through 54, depicts the results
of an example experiment evaluating the transfection of
bovine aortic endothelial cells, BAECs (FIG. 54) and A549
cells (FIG. 56) using DS and D,S at three charge ratios with
renilla luciferase transgene 24 hours after exposure to
lipoplexes. Cell viability for BAECs (FIG. 5¢) and A549 cells
(FIG. 5d) following transfection was also assessed.

FIG. 6, comprising FIGS. 6a through 6¢, depicts the results
of an example experiment assessing the concentration kill
curves for £. Coli MG1655 with mixtures of DS and D,S
(FIG. 6a), and for B. subtilis, P. aeruginosa PAO1, and P.
aeruginosa PAOI in the presence of purified LPS (FIG. 65).
Redblood cell lysis in response to treatment with DS and D,S
was also assessed (FIG. 6¢).

FIG. 7, comprising FIGS. 7a through 7¢, depicts the results
of an example experiment assessing I1.-8 release from neu-
trophils. D,S significantly prevented release of IL-8 from
neutrophils in the presence of LPS (FIG. 7a).

FIG. 8, comprising FIGS. 8a through 8¢, depicts the results
of'an experiment assessing the average effective diameter of
mixtures of DS and D,S in water (FIG. 8a) and Optimem
(FIG. 8b) from dynamic light scattering.

FIG. 9, comprising FIGS. 9A through 9H, depicts the
results of an example experiment assessing the transfection of
BAECs with DS and D,S using GFP transgene at a charge
ratio of 6:1 at 24 hours.

FIG. 10 is a schematic illustration of the structure of LL.37,
HB71 peptides, and D,S molecule. For amino acids the one
letter code is used.

FIG. 11 depicts the results of an example experiment
assessing the susceptibility of clinical isolates of S. aureus.
Panel A. Average minimum inhibitory concentration (white
column) and minimum bactericidal concentration (dark col-
umn) of D2S against 16 different clinical isolates of S. aureus.
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Group A, B, C, and D represent data from 4 strains with
similar characteristics; A—MRSA MLSB(z)/P-lactamase
(+), B—MSSA MLSB(z)/P-lactamase (+), C—MSSA
MLSB(-)/P-lactamase (+), D—MSSA MLSB(-)/P-lacta-
mase (-). Error bars represent standard deviations from four
measurements. Panel B. P, aeruginosa outgrowth from cystic
fibrosis sputum samples after 1H treatment with D2S (0),
LL-37 (*) and HB-71(0) peptides. Error bars represent stan-
dard deviations from eight measurements.

FIG. 12 depicts the results of an example experiment dem-
onstrating the antibacterial activity of D,S against biofilm of
mucoid strain of P aeruginosa Xen 5, evaluated four hours
after D,S administration. Slopes represent relative value of
crystal violet absorbance (*) and Luminescence (0) that pro-
gressively decrease with addition of D,S. Error bars represent
standard deviations from three to five measurements.

FIG. 13 depicts the results of an example experiment dem-
onstrating the antibacterial activity of D,S against P, aerugi-
nosa Xen 5 in different body fluids was determined based on
luminescence reading 3 h after addition of equal amount of
bacteria to equal volume of phosphate buffer saline (PBS), or
PBS supplemented with 50% of human plasma, ascites, cere-
bra-spinal fluid (CSF), saliva, or bronchoalveolar lavage
(BAL). In each condition, the white column indicates lumi-
nescent signal in control samples. Black and gray columns
indicate luminescent signal in presence of 10 and 30 uM D2S
respectively. Data from one experiment performed in tripli-
cate are shown. Two other experiments with samples obtained
from different subjects show similar trends.

FIG. 14 depicts the results of an example experiment dem-
onstrating that D,S inhibits IL-6 (panel A) and IL-8 (panel B)
release from neutrophils treated with LPS (0.05 pg/ml) from
E. coli (black column) or purified LTA (10 pg/ml) from S.
aureus (gray column). White columns represent values
obtained in control (non treated samples or neutrophils
treated with indicated D,S amount). Error bars represent stan-
dard deviations from three measurements performed in dupli-
cate. *Significantly different from neutrophil samples treated
with LPS or LTA.

FIG. 15 depicts the results of an example experiment dem-
onstrating D,S-induced GFP-GR translocation from cytosol
to nucleoplasm in BAECs. In this experiment BAECs were
transfected with GFP-GR plasmid using lipofectamine as a
gene delivery strategy. After transfection, cells were grown
for 24 hours and activated with dexamethasone (black col-
umn), dexamethasone-spermine (light gray column), disub-
stituted-spermine (dark gray column), and ceragenin CSA-13
(speckled column), GFP-GR nucleus localization was evalu-
ated with fluorescent microscope observation. *Significantly
different from control sample.

FIG. 16 depicts the results of an example experiment dem-
onstrating antibacterial activity of LL.-37 peptide and D2S
against pathogens associated with oral infections. *=clinical
strain, AMC=amoxicillin/clavulonic acid 2:1.

FIG. 17 depicts the results of an example experiment dem-
onstrating MBC/MIC values of LL.-37 and D2S against bac-
terial isolated from dental plaque (10° CFU/ml) in suspension
containing a mix of saliva with dental plaque (n=3).

FIG. 18 depicts the results of an example experiment dem-
onstrating antibacterial activity of LL-37 peptide and D2S
against P. aeruginosa Xen5 (~10® CFU/ml) in different body
fluids (50%).

FIG. 19 depicts the results of an example experiment dem-
onstrating antibacterial activity of LL.-37 peptide and D2S
against S. aureus Xen29 (~10° CFU/ml) in different body
fluids (50%).
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

General Description

The invention relates generally to antimicrobial cationic
steroid compositions, methods of making antimicrobial cat-
ionic steroid compositions, and methods of using antimicro-
bial cationic steroid compositions. The invention further
relates to antimicrobial cationic steroid pharmaceutical com-
positions and methods for using cationic steroids for dimin-
ishing the number of microbes inhabiting an infected site of a
subject.

The invention relates specifically to antimicrobial cationic
steroid pharmaceutical compositions comprising a cationic
steroid conjugated to a polyamine. In various embodiments,
the antimicrobial cationic steroid composition is used in con-
junction with a lipid. The methods of the invention include
making the antimicrobial cationic steroid composition and
methods of treating a subject in need thereof, by using the
antimicrobial cationic steroid compositions of the invention
to diminish the number of microbes on a treatment site of the
subject. In some embodiments, the compositions and meth-
ods of the invention are also used for delivering molecules,
such as nucleic acids, to cells or tissues, both in vivo and in
vitro.

In various embodiments, the invention includes therapeu-
tic, as well as non-therapeutic (antiseptic, germicidal, or dis-
infecting), treatment applications in which the compositions
are placed in contact with an infected site to be treated, such
as, for example, intact or broken skin. In some embodiments,
the compositions and methods of the invention can be used for
in vitro treatments, for example by adding the compound to a
bacterial culture to test for susceptibility of a particular bac-
teria to a particular compound of the invention. In other
embodiments, the compositions and methods of the invention
can be used for in vivo treatments, for example by adminis-
tering the compound to an infected site of a subject. Non-
limiting examples of microbes that can be treated with the
compositions and methods of the invention include bacteria
such as E. coli, B. subtilis, P. aeruginosa, E. cloacae, S.
typhimurium, M. tuberculosis and S. aureus. It should be
noted that the compounds of the invention can be used to
inhibit antibiotic-resistant strains of bacteria.

In some embodiments, the methods of treating an infected
site of a subject further includes the combined administration
of antibiotics. The appropriate antibiotic administered will
typically depend on the susceptibility of the bacteria such as
whether the bacteria is Gram-negative or Gram-positive, and
will be easily discernable by one of skill in the art. Examples
of particular antibiotics that can be used in combination in
various embodiments of the invention include aminoglyco-
sides tobramycin), penicillins (e.g., piperacillin), cepha-
losporins (e.g., ceftazidime), fluoroquinolones (e.g., ciprof-
loxacin), carbepenems (e.g., imipenem), tetracyclines and
macrolides (e.g., erythromycin and clarithromycin). Further
to the antibiotics listed above, typical antibiotics include ami-
noglycosides (amikacin, gentamicin, kanamycin, netilmicin,
tobramycin, streptomycin, azithromycin, clarithromycin,
erythromycin, erythromycin estolate/ethylsuccinate, glu-
ceptate/lactobionate/stearate, beta-lactams such as penicil-
lins (e.g., penicillin G, penicillin V, methicillin, nafcillin,
oxacillin, cloxacillin, dicloxacillin, ampicillin, ticarcillin,
carbenicillin, mezlocillin, azlocillin and piperacillin), or
cephalosporins (e.g., cephalothin, cefazolin, cefaclor, cefa-
mandole, cefoxitin, cefuroxime, cefonicid, cefmetazole,
cefotetan, cefprozil, loracarbef, cefetamet, cefoperazone,
cefotaxime, ceftizoxime, ceftriaxone, ceftazidime, cefepime,
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cefixime, cefpodoxime, and cefsulodin). Other classes of
antibiotics include carbapenems (e.g., imipenem), monobac-
tams (e.g., aztreonam), quinolones (e.g., fleroxacin, nalidixic
acid, norfloxacin, ciprofloxacin, ofloxacin, enoxacin, lom-
efloxacin and cinoxacin), tetracyclines (e.g., doxycycline,
minocycline, tetracycline), and glycopeptides (e.g., vanco-
mycin, teicoplanin), for example. Other antibiotics include
chloramphenicol, clindamycin, trimethoprim, sulfamethox-
azole, nitrofurantoin, rifampin and mupirocin, and polymyx-
ins, such as PMB.

DEFINITIONS

Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific terms
used herein have the same meaning as commonly understood
by one of ordinary skill in the art to which this invention
belongs. Although any methods and materials similar or
equivalent to those described herein can be used in the prac-
tice or testing of the present invention, the preferred methods
and materials are described.

As used herein, each of the following terms has the mean-
ing associated with it in this section.

The articles “a” and “an” are used herein to refer to one or
to more than one (i.e., to at least one) of the grammatical
object of the article. By way of example, “an element” means
one element or more than one element.

As used herein, “alleviating a disease or disorder symp-
tom,” means reducing the severity of the symptom.

A “cationic steroid” is a sterol-based molecule that has a
positive charge, or is part of a complex that has a positive
charge, such as a steroid coupled with a polyamine.

The term “delivery vehicle,” as used herein, refers to a
molecule or composition useful for binding or carrying
another molecule, such as a nucleic acid or drug, and deliv-
ering it to a target site, such as a cell. “Delivery vehicle” is
used interchangeably with terms such as “drag delivery
vehicle” “nucleic acid delivery vehicle,” or “delivery vector.”

The terms “patient,” “subject” and “individual” are inter-
changeably used to mean a warm-blooded animal, such as a
mammal, suffering from a disease, such as, but not limited to,
a bacterial infection. It isunderstood that humans and animals
are included within the scope of the term “patient,” “subject”
or “individual.”

As used herein, the term “infection” is used to mean an
area, a region or a site on the surface of, or inside the body of,
a subject that exhibits signs or symptoms of infection, or
colonization, by a microbe. The infected areas, regions and
sites that can be treated with the compositions and methods of
the invention include any area, region or site on the surface of,
or inside the body of, a subject. By way of nonlimiting
examples, infected areas, regions and sites that can be treated
with the compositions and methods of the invention include,
but are not limited to, external tissues (e.g. skin, etc.), internal
tissues (e.g. mucosa, muscle, fascia, blood, etc.), and internal
organs (e.g. lungs, liver, etc.). Moreover, “infection” should
not be construed to include only those areas, regions or sites
that exhibit overt evidence of infection, but rather should also
be construed to include areas, regions or sites that may be
colonized, subclinically infected and/or asymptomatic, i.e.,
that do not contain overt evidence of infection, but that may be
affected nonetheless and that could, in time, exhibit more
overt evidence of infection. By way of nonlimiting examples,
such a site can include a trauma wound, surgical wound,
intact tissue or burn that has come into contact with, or which
is at risk of potentially coming into contact with, a pathogen
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that can colonize or infect the wound, and can be treated, or
prophylactically treated, with the compositions and methods
of the invention.

A “disease” is a state of health of an animal wherein the
animal cannot maintain homeostasis, and wherein if the dis-
ease is not ameliorated then the animal’s health continues to
deteriorate.

In contrast, a “disorder” in an animal is a state of health in
which the animal is able to maintain homeostasis, but in
which the animal’s state of health is less favorable than it
would be in the absence of the disorder. Left untreated, a
disorder does not necessarily cause a further decrease in the
animal’s state of health.

A disease or disorder is “alleviated” if the severity of a
symptom of the disease or disorder, the frequency with which
such a symptom is experienced by a patient, or both, are
reduced.

As used herein, the term “domain” refers to a part of a
molecule or structure that shares common physicochemical
features, such as, but not limited to, hydrophobic, polar,
globular and helical domains or properties such as ligand
binding, signal transduction, cell penetration and the like.
Specific examples of binding domains include, but are not
limited to, DNA binding domains and ATP binding domains.

An “effective amount” or “therapeutically effective
amount” of a compound is that amount of compound which is
sufficient to provide a beneficial effect to the subject to which
the compound is administered. An “effective amount” of a
delivery vehicle is that amount sufficient to effectively bind or
deliver a compound.

“Encoding” refers to the inherent property of specific
sequences of nucleotides in a polynucleotide, such as a gene,
a cDNA, or an mRNA, to serve as templates for synthesis of
other polymers and macromolecules in biological processes
having either a defined sequence of nucleotides (i.e., IRNA,
tRNA and mRNA) or a defined sequence of amino acids and
the biological properties resulting therefrom. Thus, a gene
encodes a protein if transcription and translation of mRNA
corresponding to that gene produces the protein in a cell or
other biological system. Both the coding strand, the nucle-
otide sequence of which is identical to the mRNA sequence
and is usually provided in sequence listings, and the non-
coding strand, used as the template for transcription of a gene
or cDNA, can be referred to as encoding the protein or other
product of that gene or cDNA. Unless otherwise specified, a
“nucleotide sequence encoding an amino acid sequence”
includes all nucleotide sequences that are degenerate versions
of'each other and that encode the same amino acid sequence.
Nucleotide sequences that encode proteins and RNA may
include introns.

Asused herein, the term “fragment,” as applied to a protein
or peptide, can ordinarily be at least about 3-15 amino acids in
length, at least about 15-25 amino acids, at least about 25-50
amino acids in length, at least about 50-75 amino acids in
length, at least about 75-100 amino acids in length, and
greater than 100 amino acids in length. As used herein, the
term “fragment,” as applied to a nucleic acid, can ordinarily
be at least about 20 nucleotides in length, typically, at least
about 50 nucleotides, more typically, from about 50 to about
100 nucleotides, preferably, at least about 100 to about 200
nucleotides, even more preferably, at least about 200 nucle-
otides to about 300 nucleotides, yet even more preferably, at
least about 300 to about 350, even more preferably, at least
about 350 nucleotides to about 500 nucleotides, yet even
more preferably, at least about 500 to about 600, even more
preferably, at least about 600 nucleotides to about 620 nucle-
otides, yet even more preferably, at least about 620 to about
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650, and most preferably, the nucleic acid fragment will be
greater than about 650 nucleotides in length.

As used herein, an “instructional material” includes a pub-
lication, a recording, a diagram, or any other medium of
expression which can be used to communicate the usefulness
of'a compound, composition, vector, or delivery system of the
invention in the kit for effecting alleviation of the various
diseases or disorders recited herein. Optionally, or alternately,
the instructional material can describe one or more methods
of alleviating the diseases or disorders in a cell or a tissue of
a mammal. The instructional material of the kit of the inven-
tion can, for example, be affixed to a container which contains
the identified compound, composition, vector, or delivery
system of the invention or be shipped together with a con-
tainer which contains the identified compound, composition,
vector, or delivery system. Alternatively, the instructional
material can be shipped separately from the container with
the intention that the instructional material and the compound
be used cooperatively by the recipient.

An “isolated nucleic acid” refers to a nucleic acid segment
or fragment which has been separated from sequences which
flank it in a naturally occurring state, e.g., a DNA fragment
which has been removed from the sequences which are nor-
mally adjacent to the fragment, e.g., the sequences adjacent to
the fragment in a genome in which it naturally occurs. The
term also applies to nucleic acids which have been substan-
tially purified from other components which naturally accom-
pany the nucleic acid, e.g., RNA or DNA or proteins, which
naturally accompany it in the cell. The term therefore
includes, for example, a recombinant DNA which is incorpo-
rated into a vector, into an autonomously replicating plasmid
or virus, or into the genomic DNA of a prokaryote or eukary-
ote, or which exists as a separate molecule (e.g. as a cDNA or
a genomic or cDNA fragment produced by PCR or restriction
enzyme digestion) independent of other sequences. It also
includes a recombinant DNA which is part of a hybrid gene
encoding additional polypeptide sequence.

The term “nucleic acid” typically refers to large polynucle-
otides.

The term “oligonucleotide” typically refers to short poly-
nucleotides, generally, no greater than about 50 nucleotides.
It will be understood that when a nucleotide sequence is
represented by a DNA sequence (i.e., A, T, G, C), this also
includes an RNA sequence (i.e., A, U, G, C) in which “U”
replaces “T”

The term “peptide” typically refers to short polypeptides.

As used herein, the term “pharmaceutically-acceptable
carrier” means a chemical composition with which an appro-
priate delivery vehicle and nucleic acid, drug, or compound
can be combined and which, following the combination, can
be used to administer the appropriate delivery vehicle and
nucleic acid, drug, or compound to a subject.

Asusedherein, the term “physiologically acceptable” ester
or salt means an ester or salt form of the active ingredient
which is compatible with any other ingredients of the phar-
maceutical composition, which is not deleterious to the sub-
ject to which the composition is to be administered.

“Polyamine” as used herein refers to polymers of amines as
well as to other types of molecules containing amines, such as
amine rich polymers or other amine containing polymers, a
lysine containing peptide, and an arginine containing peptide.

“Polypeptide” refers to a polymer composed of amino acid
residues, related naturally occurring structural variants, and
synthetic non-naturally occurring analogs thereof linked via
peptide bonds, related naturally occurring structural variants,
and synthetic non-naturally occurring analogs thereof.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

A “polynucleotide” means a single strand or parallel and
anti-parallel strands of a nucleic acid. Thus, a polynucleotide
may be either a single-stranded or a double-stranded nucleic
acid.

A “prophylactic” treatment is a treatment administered to a
subject who does not exhibit signs of a disease or exhibits
only early signs of the disease for the purpose of decreasing
the risk of developing pathology associated with the disease.

The term “protein” typically refers to large polypeptides.

“Slow release,” as used herein, refers to delivery of a
nucleic acid, drug, or molecule to a cell, tissue, or organ,
wherein the nucleic acid, drug, or molecule is not all readily
available because some remains bound to the delivery vehicle
orto an anionic molecule and is slowly released for availabil-
ity over a period of time. The period of time should be at least
10% longer than availability that is not slow release, prefer-
ably at least 25% longer, more preferably at least 35% longer,
and even more preferably at least 50% longer. Such a drug or
molecule can include a prodrug or steroid prodrug.

“Synthetic peptides or polypeptides” mean a non-naturally
occurring peptide or polypeptide. Synthetic peptides or
polypeptides can be synthesized, for example, using an auto-
mated polypeptide synthesizer. Those of skill in the art know
of various solid phase peptide synthesis methods.

A “therapeutic” treatment is a treatment administered to a
subject who exhibits signs of pathology, for the purpose of
diminishing or eliminating those signs.

“Tissue,” as used herein, refers to the general definition of
tissue which includes a collection of similar cells and the
intercellular substances and spaces surrounding them, and the
term is also used herein to include collections of similar cells
in tissues and organs.

The term “topical application,” as used herein, refers to
administration to a surface, such as the skin. This term is used
interchangeably with “cutaneous application.”

By “transdermal” delivery is intended both transdermal (or
“percutaneous”) and transmucosal administration, i.e., deliv-
ery by passage of a drug through the skin or mucosal tissue
and into the bloodstream. Transdermal also refers to the skin
as a portal for the administration of drugs or compounds by
topical application of the drug or compound thereto.

The term “treat” or “treatment,” as used herein, refers to the
alleviation (i.e., “diminution”) and/or the elimination of a
symptom or a source of a symptom or of a given disease. By
way of several non-limiting examples, a symptom of a bac-
terial infection can be treated by alleviating a symptom of that
disorder. A symptom of a bacterial infection can also be
treated by altogether eliminating a symptom of that disorder.
A bacterial infection or colonization can be treated by allevi-
ating the source, or “cause,” of that disorder. A bacterial
infection or colonization can also be treated by eliminating
the source of that disorder.

A “vector,” as used herein, refers to either a delivery
vehicle as described herein or to a vector such as an expres-
sion vector.

DESCRIPTION

Synthesis and Hydrolysis of Cationic Steroids or
Drugs for Use as Nucleic Acid and Drug Delivery
Vehicles

It has been discovered in the present invention that using
novel methods steroids can be conjugated with a polyamine,
and that the resultant molecule has antimicrobial activity (See
Example 4). The invention further encompasses methods for
making antimicrobial cationic steroid compositions. Further-
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more, it is an aspect of the present invention that when
coupled with a lipid, this antimicrobial cationic steroid com-
position is capable of delivering nucleic acids to cells (see
Examples 1-3). It is a further aspect of the present invention
that the antimicrobial cationic steroid compositions maintain
its inherent biological activity once coupled with a
polyamine.

The invention should be construed to include various ste-
roids or hydrophobic drugs as described herein, including
glucocorticoids, and should not be construed to include only
the steroids described herein. Such steroids included, but are
not limited to, a mineral corticoid, an androgen, an estrogen,
a progestagen, an analog with steroidal agonist activity, an
analog with steroidal antagonist activity, an inactive struc-
tural analog, and modifications or derivatives thereof. For
example, additional steroids which are useful in the invention
include, cortexolone mesylate, cortisone mesylate, pred-
nisone 21-mesylate, 30-iodocholesterol, 163-bromo-4-an-
drosten-3,17-dione, 2a-bromo-5a-cholestan-3-one, 16c.-
bromoestradiol, 16a-bromoestrone, 16p-bromoestrone,
17a-bromopregnenolone, 17-bromoprogesterone, androster-
one tosylate, cholestanol tosylate, cholesteryl tosylate, dehy-
droepiandrosterone tosylate, dihydrotestosterone tosylate,
epiandrosterone tosylate, 1la-hydroxyprogesterone tosy-
late, 19-nortestosterone tosylate, pregnenolone tosylate, and
testosterone tosylate. The invention should be construed to
include active and inactive analogs, modifications, and
derivatives of the steroids and drugs, as well as steroid pro-
drugs and prodrugs.

In addition, the invention should be construed to include
various polyamines, including spermine. In addition to the
polyamine spermine, the invention should be construed to
include any other polyamine, including, but not limited to,
spermidine, polylysine, proteins, peptides, oligonucleotides,
other biopolymers, synthetic polyamines, such as polyamines
(for example, polyethyleneimine), a lysine containing pep-
tide, an arginine containing peptide, a cationic polymer, and
an amine rich polymer, and amino dendrimers.

In one aspect ofthe invention the lipid is a cationic lipid and
in another aspect the lipid contains both a cationic lipid and a
neutral lipid. Neutral lipids of the invention include, but are
not limited to, DOPE, phosphatidylcholine (PC), and choles-
terol. Cationic lipids of the invention include, but are not
limited to, dexamethasone spermine, disubstituted spermine,
3-beta-[N',N'dimethylaminoethane)-carbamoyl]cholesterol)
(DC-Chol), N[1-(2,3-dioleyloxy)propyl[N,N,N-triethyl-am-
monium (DOTMA), 2'-(1",2"-dioleoyloxypropyldimethyl-
ammonium bromide)-N-ethyl-6-aminospermine tetra trifluo-
roacetic acid (DOSPA), 1,3-bis(oleoyloxy)-3-
(trimethylammonio)propane (DOTAP), and GL-67. In one
aspect of the invention, the lipid contains a helper lipid to aid
in delivery of a nucleic acid, drug, or other compound. Fur-
thermore, the invention should be construed to include lipids
other than those described herein.

In one embodiment of the invention a steroid and a
polyamine such as spermine are coupled using a coupling
reagent. In one aspect of the invention the reagent is 2-imi-
nothiolane. In another aspect of the invention, a steroid or
drug and spermine are also mixed with dimethylsulfoxide. In
yet another aspect of the invention, a purified steroid-
polyamine complex or purified drug-polyamine complex are
mixed with a lipid to form a delivery vehicle which is also an
antimicrobial cationic steroid composition.

In one embodiment, the product of the synthesis reaction is
dexamethasone-spermine (DS) molecule, resulting from con-
jugation of dexamethasone to a primary amine on spermine
(see FIG. 1B). DS exhibits a cationic charge at physiological

5

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

pH due to the amines retained from spermine. In another
embodiment, the product of the synthesis reaction is an
amphiphilic dimer, disubstituted spermine (D,S), resulting
from conjugation of dexamethasone to both primary amines
on spermine (see FIG. 2). D,S exhibits the characteristic
cationic charge of the DS product at physiological pH due to
the secondary amines retained from spermine, but has addi-
tional hydrophobicity relative to DS resulting from the addi-
tional dexamethasone moiety.

Methods

The invention provides a method for decreasing or inhib-
iting a microbial infection or pathogenesis of a cell in vitro, ex
vivo or in vivo, a symptom or pathology associated with a
microbial infection or pathogenesis in vitro, ex vivo or in
vivo, or an adverse side effect associated with a microbial
infection or pathogenesis in vitro, ex vivo or in vivo.

In certain embodiments, the compounds of the invention
can be used to inhibit (e.g., kill and/or inhibit growth and/or
proliferation) certain microbes (e.g., certain bacteria, yeasts,
fungi, molds, viruses, algae, protozoa, and the like) or group
of microbes (e.g., gram-negative or gram-positive bacteria,
particular genus, particular species, and the like.)

In one embodiment, the compounds of the invention can be
used to inhibit at least one bacterium selected from among
Staphylococcus aureus, Escherichia coli, Klebsiella pneumo-
niae, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, methicillin-resistant Staphy-
lococcus aureus, and enterohemorrhagic Escherichia.

In one embodiment, the method includes treating a subject
with a compound of the invention (e.g., D2S), wherein the
subject is in need of treatment due to a microbial infection, in
order to provide the subject with a beneficial effect or
improvement.

In another embodiment, the method includes providing a
subject with protection against a microbial infection or patho-
genesis by administering a composition comprising a suffi-
cient amount of a compound of the invention (e.g., D2S) to
provide the subject with protection against a microbial infec-
tion or pathogenesis. In a further embodiment, a method of
the invention includes treating a subject for microbial infec-
tion or pathogenesis by administering a composition com-
prising a sufficient amount of a compound of the invention
(e.g., D2S) to treat the subject for the microbial infection or
pathogenesis. Methods of the invention include administer-
ing a compound of the invention (e.g., D2S) prior to, concur-
rently with, or following contact of the subject with or expo-
sure of the subject to a microbe; and administering a
compound of the invention (e.g., D2S) prior to, concurrently
with, or following development of a symptom or pathology
associated with or caused by a microbial infection. In various
aspects, a compound of the invention (e.g., D2S) is adminis-
tered prior to (prophylaxis), concurrently with or following
infection or exposure of the subject (therapeutic) to a
microbe.

Methods of the invention therefore include providing a
beneficial or therapeutic effect to a subject, for example,
reducing, decreasing, inhibiting, delaying, ameliorating or
preventing onset, progression, severity, duration, frequency
or probability of a microbial infection or pathogenesis or one
or more symptoms or pathologies associated with or caused
by a microbial infection or pathogenesis; reducing, decreas-
ing, inhibiting, delaying or preventing increases in microbial
titer, load, replication, proliferation, or an amount of a micro-
bial protein.

The present invention also includes method to treat or
alleviate any infection of the oral cavity tissue. Infections of
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oral cavity tissue include, but are not limited to, halitosis,
gingivitis, periodontitis, candidiasis (candidosis), periodon-
titis, dental caries, pulpitis, caries formation, and thrush. Oral
tissue may be intact or may have one or more incisions,
lacerations or other tissue-penetrating opening.

Bacteria in the oral cavity can produce volatile sulfur com-
pounds (VSCs) which underlie oral malodor or halitosis.
VSCs include hydrogen sulfide, methylmercaptan and dim-
ethylmercaptan. The bacteria that contribute to this problem
include: Fusobacterium nucleatum, Treponema denticola,
Tannereila forsythia (formerly Bacteroides forsythus), Pre-
votella intermedia, Porphyromonas gingivalis, Porphyromo-
nas endodontalis, and Eubacterium species.

Oral cavity infections that are related to dental plaque
include caries development, gingivitis and periodontitis.
While hundreds of bacteria have been detected in dental
plaque, the most common bacteria that contribute to gingivi-
tis and periodontitis are: Actinobacillus actinomycetemcomi-
tans, Campylobacter rectus, Eikenella corrodens and seven
anaerobic species, Porphyromonas gingivalis, Bacteroides
forsythus, Treponema denticola, Prevotella intermedia,
Fusobacterium nucleatum, Eubacterium, and spirochetes. P.
gingivalis, a gram-negative anaerobe, is believed to be largely
responsible for adult periodontitis. Various herpes viruses
have been found to contribute to destructive periodontal dis-
ease. The bacteria that largely underlie caries formation are
Streptococcus mutan, Lactobacillus acidophilus, Actinomy-
ces viscosus, and Nocardia spp.

Administration

Various methods and assays have been described herein to
synthesize and antimicrobial cationic steroid-polyamine
composition and methods to add lipids to the antimicrobial
cationic steroid-polyamine composition to arrive at a cationic
lipid nonviral delivery vehicle having antimicrobial activity.
In various embodiments, the antimicrobial cationic steroid-
polyamine composition can be used to reduce the number of
microbes populating a treatment site. In other various
embodiments, the antimicrobial cationic steroid-polyamine
composition of the invention can be used as a delivery
vehicle, as well as to reduce the number of microbes popu-
lating a treatment site. Various assays have also been dis-
closed herein to demonstrate the ability of the antimicrobial
cationic steroid-polyamine composition to kill bacteria.
Moreover, various assays have also been disclosed herein to
demonstrate the ability of the antimicrobial cationic steroid-
polyamine composition to bind a compound and to deliver a
compound to a cell. Preferably the cell is a mammalian cell,
and more preferably the cell is a human cell.

In one embodiment of the invention, the antimicrobial
cationic steroid composition is used to deliver a nucleic acid,
steroid, drag, or compound to a cell. In one aspect of the
invention the cell is selected from the group consisting of an
endothelial cell, a mesenchymal cell, a neural cell, a fibro-
blast, neuron, a smooth muscle cell, a kidney cell, a liver cell,
a myoblast, a stem cell, an embryonic stem cell, a hemato-
poietic stem cell, an osteoblast, a chondrocyte, a chondro-
blast, a monocyte, a neutrophil, a macrophage, a retinal nerve
cell, and an epithelial cell. Preferably the cell is a mammalian
cell. More preferably it is a human cell.

In one embodiment of the invention, the antimicrobial
cationic steroid composition delivers a nucleic acid, steroid,
drug, or compound to a tissue. In one aspect of the invention,
the tissue comprises muscle, mucosa, epithelial, nerve, con-
nective, blood, stromal, heart, liver, kidney, skin, brain, intes-
tinal, interstitial space, bone, bone marrow, joint, cartilage,
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tendon, esophagus, gonad, cerebrospinal fluid, pancreas,
spleen, ocular, nasal cavity, and hair tissue.

In various embodiments of the invention, the antimicrobial
cationic steroid composition is delivered by at least one route
of the group consisting of oral, intranasal, rectal, vaginal,
intramuscular, topical, subdermal, sublingual, intraperito-
neal, and intravenous.

The invention further relates to the use of the antimicrobial
cationic steroid compositions of the invention in slow release
therapies. In one embodiment of the invention, the antimicro-
bial cationic steroid composition or the nucleic acid, drug,
compound, or molecule being delivered by the antimicrobial
cationic steroid composition, may target molecules of inter-
stitial and extracellular spaces by binding to said molecules.
Such binding then allows slow release of the nucleic acid,
drug, compound, or molecule at a local site.

In one embodiment, the antimicrobial cationic steroid
composition useful for practicing the invention may be
administered to the subject in a dose of between 1 ng/kg/day
and 100 mg/kg/day. In another embodiment, the antimicro-
bial cationic steroid composition useful for practicing the
invention may be administered to the subject in a dose of
between 1 ng/kg/day and 100 g/kg/day.

Pharmaceutically acceptable carriers which are useful
include, but are not limited to, glycerol, water, saline, ethanol,
DMSO, and other pharmaceutically acceptable salt solutions
such as phosphates and salts of organic acids. Examples of
these and other pharmaceutically acceptable carriers are
described in Remington’s Pharmaceutical Sciences (1991,
Mack Publication Co., New Jersey).

The pharmaceutical compositions may be prepared, pack-
aged, or sold in the form of a sterile injectable, aqueous or oily
suspension or solution. This suspension or solution may be
formulated according to the known art, and may comprise, in
addition to the active ingredient, additional ingredients such
as the dispersing agents, wetting agents, or suspending agents
described herein. Such sterile injectable formulations may be
prepared using a non-toxic parenterally-acceptable diluent or
solvent, such as water or 1,3-butane diol, for example. Other
acceptable diluents and solvents include, but are not limited
to, Ringer’s solution, isotonic sodium chloride solution, and
fixed oils such as synthetic mono- or di-glycerides.

Pharmaceutical compositions that are useful in the meth-
ods of the invention may be administered, prepared, pack-
aged, and/or sold in formulations suitable for oral, rectal,
vaginal, parenteral, topical, pulmonary, intranasal, buccal,
ophthalmic, or another route of administration. Other con-
templated formulations include projected nanoparticles, lipo-
somal preparations, resealed erythrocytes containing the
active ingredient, and immunologically-based formulations.

The compositions of the invention may be administered via
numerous routes, including, but not limited to, oral, rectal,
vaginal, parenteral, topical, pulmonary, intranasal, buccal, or
ophthalmic administration routes. The route(s) of administra-
tion will be readily apparent to the skilled artisan and will
depend upon any number of factors including the type and
severity of the disease being treated, the type and age of the
veterinary or human patient being treated, and the like.

Pharmaceutical compositions that are useful in the meth-
ods ofthe invention may be administered systemically in oral
solid formulations, ophthalmic, suppository, acrosol, topical
or other similar formulations. In addition to the compound
such as heparan sulfate, or a biological equivalent thereof,
such pharmaceutical compositions may contain pharmaceu-
tically-acceptable carriers and other ingredients known to
enhance and facilitate drug administration. Other possible
formulations, such as nanoparticles, liposomes, resealed
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erythrocytes, and immunologically based systems may also
beused to administer compounds according to the methods of
the invention.

Compounds which are identified using any of the methods
described herein may be formulated and administered to a
mammal for treatment of various diseases, disorders, or con-
ditions described herein.

The invention encompasses the preparation and use of
pharmaceutical compositions comprising a compound useful
for treatment of various diseases, disorders, or conditions
described herein. Such a pharmaceutical composition may
consist of the active ingredient alone, in a form suitable for
administration to a subject, or the pharmaceutical composi-
tion may comprise at least one active ingredient and one or
more pharmaceutically acceptable carriers, one or more addi-
tional ingredients, or some combination of these. The active
ingredient may be present in the pharmaceutical composition
in the form of a physiologically acceptable ester or salt, such
as in combination with a physiologically acceptable cation or
anion, as is well known in the art.

An obstacle for topical administration of pharmaceuticals
is the stratum column layer of the epidermis. The stratum
contemn is a highly resistant layer comprised of protein,
cholesterol, sphingolipids, free fatty acids and various other
lipids, and includes cornified and living cells. One of the
factors that limits the penetration rate (flux) of a compound
through the stratum corneum is the amount of the active
substance which can be loaded or applied onto the skin sur-
face. The greater the amount of active substance which is
applied per unit of area of the skin, the greater the concentra-
tion gradient between the skin surface and the lower layers of
the skin, and in turn the greater the diffusion force of the
active substance through the skin. Therefore, a formulation
containing a greater concentration of the active substance is
more likely to result in penetration of the active substance
through the skin, and more of it, and at a more consistent rate,
than a formulation having a lesser concentration, all other
things being equal.

The formulations of the pharmaceutical compositions
described herein may be prepared by any method known or
hereafter developed in the art of pharmacology. In general,
such preparatory methods include the step of bringing the
active ingredient into association with a carrier or one or more
other accessory ingredients, and then, if necessary or desir-
able, shaping or packaging the product into a desired single-
or multi-dose unit.

Although the descriptions of pharmaceutical compositions
provided herein are principally directed to pharmaceutical
compositions which are suitable for ethical administration to
humans, it will be understood by the skilled artisan that such
compositions are generally suitable for administration to ani-
mals of all sorts.

Modification of pharmaceutical compositions suitable for
administration to humans in order to render the compositions
suitable for administration to various animals is well under-
stood, and the ordinarily skilled veterinary pharmacologist
can design and perform such modification with merely ordi-
nary, if any, experimentation. Subjects to which administra-
tion of the pharmaceutical compositions of the invention is
contemplated include, but are not limited to, humans and
other primates, mammals including commercially relevant
mammals such as cattle, pigs, horses, sheep, cats, and dogs.

Pharmaceutical compositions that are useful in the meth-
ods of the invention may be prepared, packaged, or sold in
formulations suitable for oral, rectal, vaginal, parenteral,
topical, pulmonary, intranasal, buccal, ophthalmic, intrathe-
cal or another route of administration. Other contemplated
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formulations include projected nanoparticles, liposomal
preparations, resealed erythrocytes containing the active
ingredient, and immunologically-based formulations.

A pharmaceutical composition of the invention may be
prepared, packaged, or sold in bulk, as a single unit dose, or as
a plurality of single unit doses. As used herein, a “unit dose”
is a discrete amount of the pharmaceutical composition com-
prising a predetermined amount of the active ingredient. The
amount of the active ingredient is generally equal to the
dosage of the active ingredient which would be administered
to a subject or a convenient fraction of such a dosage such as,
for example, one-half or one-third of such a dosage.

The relative amounts of the active ingredient, the pharma-
ceutically acceptable carrier, and any additional ingredients
in a pharmaceutical composition of the invention will vary,
depending upon the identity, size, and condition of the subject
treated and further depending upon the route by which the
composition is to be administered. By way of example, the
composition may comprise between 0.1% and 100% (w/w)
active ingredient.

In addition to the active ingredient, a pharmaceutical com-
position of the invention may further comprise one or more
additional pharmaceutically active agents. Particularly con-
templated additional agents include anti-emetics and scaven-
gers such as cyanide and cyanate scavengers.

Controlled- or sustained-release formulations of a pharma-
ceutical composition of the invention may be made using
conventional technology.

Formulations suitable for topical administration include,
but are not limited to, liquid or semi-liquid preparations such
as liniments, lotions, oil-in-water or water-in-oil emulsions
such as creams, ointments or pastes, and solutions or suspen-
sions. Topically-administrable formulations may, for
example, comprise from about 1% to about 10% (w/w) active
ingredient, although the concentration of the active ingredient
may be as high as the solubility limit of the active ingredient
in the solvent. Formulations for topical administration may
further comprise one or more of the additional ingredients
described herein.

Enhancers of permeation may be used. These materials
increase the rate of penetration of drugs across the skin.
Typical enhancers in the art include ethanol, glycerol mono-
laurate, PGML (polyethylene glycol monolaurate), dimeth-
ylsulfoxide, and the like. Other enhancers include oleic acid,
oleyl alcohol, ethoxydiglycol, laurocapram, alkanecarboxy-
lic acids, dimethylsulfoxide, polar lipids, or N-methyl-2-pyr-
rolidone.

The source of active compound to be formulated will gen-
erally depend upon the particular form of the compound.
Small organic molecules and peptidyl or oligo fragments can
be chemically synthesized and provided in a pure form suit-
able for pharmaceutical/cosmetic usage. Products of natural
extracts can be purified according to techniques known in the
art. Recombinant sources of compounds are also available to
those of ordinary skill in the art.

In alternative embodiments, the topically active pharma-
ceutical or cosmetic composition may be optionally com-
bined with other ingredients such as moisturizers, cosmetic
adjuvants, anti-oxidants, chelating agents, bleaching agents,
tyrosinase inhibitors and other known depigmentation
agents, surfactants, foaming agents, conditioners, humec-
tants, wetting agents, emulsifying agents, fragrances, viscosi-
fiers, buffering agents, preservatives, sunscreens and the like.
In another embodiment, a permeation or penetration
enhancer is included in the composition and is effective in
improving the percutaneous penetration of the active ingre-
dient into and through the stratum corneum with respect to a
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composition lacking the permeation enhancer. Various per-
meation enhancers, including oleic acid, oleyl alcohol,
ethoxydiglycol, laurocapram, alkanecarboxylic acids, dim-
ethylsulfoxide, polar lipids, oral-methyl-2-pyrrolidone, are
known to those of skill in the art. In another aspect, the
composition may further comprise a hydrotropic agent,
which functions to increase disorder in the structure of the
stratum corneum, and thus allows increased transport across
the stratum corneum. Various hydrotropic agents such as
isopropyl alcohol, propylene glycol, or sodium xylene sul-
fonate, are known to those of skill in the art. The compositions
of'this invention may also contain active amounts of retinoids
(i.e., compounds that bind to any members of the family of
retinoid receptors), including, for example, tretinoin, retinol,
esters of tretinoin and/or retinol and the like.

The topically active pharmaceutical or cosmetic composi-
tion should be applied in an amount effective to affect desired
changes. As used herein “amount effective” shall mean an
amount sufficient to cover the region of skin surface where a
change is desired. An active compound should be present in
the amount of from about 0.0001% to about 15% by weight
volume of the composition. More preferable, it should be
present in an amount from about 0.0005% to about 5% of the
composition; most preferably, it should be present in an
amount of from about 0.001% to about 1% of the composi-
tion. Such compounds may be synthetically- or naturally-
derived.

Liquid derivatives and natural extracts made directly from
biological sources may be employed in the compositions of
this invention in a concentration (w/v) from about 1 to about
99%. Fractions of natural extracts and protease inhibitors
may have a different preferred rage, from about 0.01% to
about 20% and, more preferably, from about 1% to about 10%
of the composition. Of course, mixtures of the active agents,
of this invention may be combined and used together in the
same formulation, or in serial applications of different for-
mulations.

The composition of the invention may comprise a preser-
vative from about 0.005% to 2.0% by total weight of the
composition. The preservative is used to prevent spoilage in
the case of an aqueous gel because of repeated patient use
when it is exposed to contaminants in the environment from,
for example, exposure to air or the patient’s skin, including
contact with the fingers used for applying a composition of
the invention such as a therapeutic gel or cream. Examples of
preservatives useful in accordance with the invention
included but are not limited to those selected from the group
consisting of benzyl alcohol, sorbic acid, parabens, imidurea
and combinations thereof. A particularly preferred preserva-
tive is a combination of about 0.5% to 2.0% benzyl alcohol
and 0.05% to 0.5% sorbic acid.

The composition preferably includes an antioxidant and a
chelating agent which inhibit the degradation of the com-
pound for use in the invention in the aqueous gel formulation.
Preferred antioxidants for some compounds are BHT, BHA,
alphatocopherol and ascorbic acid in the preferred range of
about 0.01% to 0.3% and more preferably BHT in the range of
0.03% to 0.1% by weight by total weight of the composition.
Preferably, the chelating agent is present in an amount of from
0.01% to 0.5% by weight by total weight of the composition.
Particularly preferred chelating agents include edetate sails
(e.g. disodium edetate) and citric acid in the weight range of
about 0.01% to 0.20% and more preferably in the range of
0.02% 10 0.10% by weight by total weight of the composition.
The chelating agent is useful for chelating metal ions in the
composition which may be detrimental to the shelf life of the
formulation. While BHT and disodium edetate are the par-
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ticularly preferred antioxidant and chelating agent respec-
tively for some compounds, other suitable and equivalent
antioxidants and chelating agents may be substituted therefor
as would be known to those skilled in the art.

Controlled-release preparations may also be used and the
methods for the use of such preparations are known to those
of skill in the art.

In some cases, the dosage forms to be used can be provided
as slow or controlled-release of one or more active ingredients
therein using, for example, hydropropylmethyl cellulose,
other polymer matrices, gels, permeable membranes, osmotic
systems, multi layer coatings, microparticles, liposomes, or
microspheres or a combination thereof to provide the desired
release profile in varying proportions. Suitable controlled-
release formulations known to those of ordinary skill in the
art, including those described herein, can be readily selected
for use with the pharmaceutical compositions of the inven-
tion. Thus, single unit dosage forms suitable for oral admin-
istration, such as tablets, capsules, gelcaps, and caplets, that
are adapted for controlled-release are encompassed by the
present invention.

All controlled-release pharmaceutical products have a
common goal of improving drug therapy over that achieved
by their non-controlled counterparts. Ideally, the use of an
optimally designed controlled-release preparation in medical
treatment is characterized by a minimum of drug substance
being employed to cure or control the condition in a minimum
amount of time. Advantages of controlled-release formula-
tions include extended activity of the drug, reduced dosage
frequency, and increased patient compliance. In addition,
controlled-release formulations can be used to affect the time
of onset of action or other characteristics, such as blood level
of'the drug, and thus can affect the occurrence of side effects.

Most controlled-release formulations are designed to ini-
tially release an amount of drug that promptly produces the
desired therapeutic effect, and gradually and continually
release of other amounts of drug to maintain this level of
therapeutic effect over an extended period of time. In order to
maintain this constant level of drug in the body, the drug must
be released from the dosage form at a rate that will replace the
amount of drug being metabolized and excreted from the
body.

Controlled-release of an active ingredient can be stimu-
lated by various inducers, for example pH, temperature,
enzymes, water, or other physiological conditions or com-
pounds. The term “controlled-release component™ in the con-
text of the present invention is defined herein as a compound
or compounds, including, but not limited to, polymers, poly-
mer matrices, gels, permeable membranes, liposomes, or
microspheres or a combination thereof that facilitates the
controlled-release of the active ingredient.

Liquid suspensions may be prepared using conventional
methods to achieve suspension of the active ingredient in an
aqueous or oily vehicle. Aqueous vehicles include, for
example, water, and isotonic saline. Oily vehicles include, for
example, almond oil, oily esters, ethyl alcohol, vegetable oils
such as arachis, olive, sesame, or coconut oil, fractionated
vegetable oils, and mineral oils such as liquid paraffin. Liquid
suspensions may further comprise one or more additional
ingredients including, but not limited to, suspending agents,
dispersing or wetting agents, emulsifying agents, demul-
cents, preservatives, buffers, salts, flavorings, coloring
agents, and sweetening agents. Oily suspensions may further
comprise a thickening agent. Known suspending agents
include, but are not limited to, sorbitol syrup, hydrogenated
edible fats, sodium alginate, polyvinylpyrrolidone, gum
tragacanth, gum acacia, and cellulose derivatives such as
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sodium carboxymethylcellulose, methylcellulose, and
hydroxypropylmethylcellulose. Known dispersing or wetting
agents include, but are not limited to, naturally-occurring
phosphatides such as lecithin, condensation products of an
alkylene oxide with a fatty acid, with a long chain aliphatic
alcohol, with a partial ester derived from a fatty acid and a
hexitol, or with a partial ester derived from a fatty acid and a
hexitol anhydride (e.g., polyoxyethylene stearate, heptadeca-
ethyleneoxycetanol, polyoxyethylene sorbitol monooleate,
and polyoxyethylene sorbitan monooleate, respectively).
Known emulsifying agents include, but are not limited to,
lecithin, and acacia. Known preservatives include, but are not
limited to, methyl, ethyl, or n-propyl-para-hydroxyben-
zoates, ascorbic acid, and sorbic acid. Known sweetening
agents include, for example, glycerol, propylene glycol, sor-
bitol, sucrose, and saccharin. Known thickening agents for
oily suspensions include, for example, beeswax, hard parat-
fin, and cetyl alcohol.

Liquid solutions of the active ingredient in aqueous or oily
solvents may be prepared in substantially the same manner as
liquid suspensions, the primary difference being that the
active ingredient is dissolved, rather than suspended in the
solvent. Liquid solutions of the pharmaceutical composition
of the invention may comprise each of the components
described with regard to liquid suspensions, it being under-
stood that suspending agents will not necessarily aid disso-
Iution of the active ingredient in the solvent. Aqueous sol-
vents include, for example, water, and isotonic saline. Oily
solvents include, for example, almond oil, oily esters, ethyl
alcohol, vegetable oils such as arachis, olive, sesame, or coco-
nut oil, fractionated vegetable oils, mid mineral oils such as
liquid paraffin.

Powdered and granular formulations of a pharmaceutical
preparation of the invention may be prepared using known
methods. Such formulations may be administered directly to
a subject, used, for example, to form tablets, to fill capsules,
or to prepare an aqueous or oily suspension or solution by
addition of an aqueous or oily vehicle thereto. Each of these
formulations may further comprise one or more of dispersing
or wetting agent, a suspending agent, and a preservative.
Additional excipients, such as fillers and sweetening, flavor-
ing, or coloring agents, may also be included in these formu-
lations.

A pharmaceutical composition of the invention may also
be prepared, packaged, or sold in the form of oil-in-water
emulsion or a water-in-oil emulsion. The oily phase may be a
vegetable oil such as olive or arachis oil, a mineral oil such as
liquid paratfin, or a combination of these. Such compositions
may further comprise one or more emulsifying agents such as
naturally occurring gums such as gum acacia or gum traga-
canth, naturally-occurring phosphatides such as soybean or
lecithin phosphatide, esters or partial esters derived from
combinations of fatty acids and hexitol anhydrides such as
sorbitan monooleate, and condensation products of such par-
tial esters with ethylene oxide such as polyoxyethylene sor-
bitan monooleate. These emulsions may also contain addi-
tional ingredients including, for example, sweetening or
flavoring agents.

As used herein, an “oily” liquid is one which comprises a
carbon-containing liquid molecule and which exhibits a less
polar character than water.

A formulation of a pharmaceutical composition of the
invention suitable for oral administration may be prepared,
packaged, or sold in the form of a discrete solid dose unit
including, but not limited to, a tablet, a hard or soft capsule, a
cachet, a troche, or a lozenge, each containing a predeter-
mined amount of the active ingredient. Other formulations
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suitable for oral administration include, but are not limited to,
a powdered or granular formulation, an aqueous or oily sus-
pension, an aqueous or oily solution, a paste, a gel, a tooth-
paste, a mouthwash, a coating, an oral rinse, or an emulsion.
The terms oral rinse and mouthwash are used interchangeably
herein.

A pharmaceutical composition of the invention may be
prepared, packaged, or sold in a formulation suitable for oral
or buccal administration. Suet a formulation may comprise,
but is not limited to, a gel, a liquid, a suspension, a paste, a
toothpaste, a mouthwash or oral rinse, and a coating. For
example, an oral rinse of the invention may comprise a com-
pound of the invention at about 1.4%, chlorhexidine glucon-
ate (0.12%), ethanol (11.2%), sodium saccharin (0.15%),
FD&C Blue No. 1 (0.001%), peppermint oil (0.5%), glycer-
ine (10.0%), Tween 60 (0.3%), and water to 100%. In another
embodiment, a toothpaste of the invention may comprise a
compound of the invention at about 5.5%, sorbitol, 70% in
water (25.0%), sodium saccharin (0.15%), sodium lauryl sul-
fate (1.75%), carbopol 934, 6% dispersion in (15%), oil of
spearmint (1.0%), sodium hydroxide, 50% in water (0.76%),
dibasic calcium phosphate dihydrate (45%), and water to
100%. The examples of formulations described herein are not
exhaustive and it is understood that the invention includes
additional modifications of these and other formulations not
described herein, but which are known to those of skill in the
art.

A tablet comprising the active ingredient may, for example,
be made by compressing or molding the active ingredient,
optionally with one or more additional ingredients. Com-
pressed tablets may be prepared by compressing, in a suitable
device, the active ingredient in a free-flowing form such as a
powder or granular preparation, optionally mixed with one or
more of a binder, a lubricant, an excipient, a surface active
agent, and a dispersing agent. Molded tablets may be made by
molding, in a suitable device, a mixture of the active ingredi-
ent, a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier, and at least suffi-
cient liquid to moisten the mixture. Pharmaceutically accept-
able excipients used in the manufacture of tablets include, but
are not limited to, inert diluents, granulating and disintegrat-
ing agents, binding agents, and lubricating agents. Known
dispersing agents include, but are not limited to, potato starch
and sodium starch glycollate. Known surface-active agents
include, but are not limited to, sodium lauryl sulphate. Known
diluents include, but are not limited to, calcium carbonate,
sodium carbonate, lactose, microcrystalline cellulose, cal-
cium phosphate, calcium hydrogen phosphate, and sodium
phosphate. Known granulating and disintegrating agents
include, but are not limited to, corn starch and alginic acid.
Known binding agents include, but are not limited to, gelatin,
acacia, pre-gelatinized maize starch, polyvinylpyrrolidone,
and hydroxypropyl methylcellulose. Known lubricating
agents include, but are not limited to, magnesium stearate,
stearic acid, silica, and talc.

Tablets may be non-coated or they may be coated using
known methods to achieve delayed disintegration in the gas-
trointestinal tract of a subject, thereby providing sustained
release and absorption of the active ingredient. By way of
example, a material such as glyceryl monostearate or glyceryl
distearate may be used to coat tablets. Further by way of
example, tablets may be coated using methods described in
U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,256,108; 4,160,452; and 4,265,874 to form
osmotically-controlled release tablets. Tablets may further
comprise a sweetening agent, a flavoring agent, a coloring
agent, a preservative, or some combination ofthese in order to
provide for pharmaceutically elegant and palatable prepara-
tion.
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Hard capsules comprising the active ingredient may be
made using a physiologically degradable composition, such
as gelatin. Such hard capsules comprise the active ingredient,
and may further comprise additional ingredients including,
for example, an inert solid diluent such as calcium carbonate,
calcium phosphate, or kaolin.

Soft gelatin capsules comprising the active ingredient may
be made using a physiologically degradable composition,
such as gelatin. Such soft capsules comprise the active ingre-
dient, which may be mixed with water or an oil medium such
as peanut oil, liquid paraffin, or olive oil.

Liquid formulations of a pharmaceutical composition of
the invention which are suitable for oral administration may
be prepared, packaged, and sold either in liquid form or in the
form of a dry product intended for reconstitution with water
or another suitable vehicle prior to use.

A pharmaceutical composition of the invention may be
prepared, packaged, or sold in a formulation suitable for
rectal administration. Such a composition may be in the form
of, for example, a suppository, a retention enema preparation,
and a solution for rectal or colonic irrigation.

Suppository formulations may be made by combining the
active ingredient with a non-irritating pharmaceutically
acceptable excipient which is solid at ordinary room tempera-
ture (i.e., about 20° C.) and which is liquid at the rectal
temperature of the subject (i.e., about 37° C. in a healthy
human). Suitable pharmaceutically acceptable excipients
include, but are not limited to, cocoa butter, polyethylene
glycols, and various glycerides. Suppository formulations
may further comprise various additional ingredients includ-
ing, but not limited to, antioxidants, and preservatives.

Retention enema preparations or solutions for rectal or
colonic irrigation may be made by combining the active
ingredient with a pharmaceutically acceptable liquid carrier.
As is well known in the art, enema preparations may be
administered using, and may be packaged within, a delivery
device adapted to the rectal anatomy of the subject. Enema
preparations may further comprise various additional ingre-
dients including, but not limited to, antioxidants, and preser-
vatives.

A pharmaceutical composition of the invention may be
prepared, packaged, or sold in a formulation suitable for
vaginal administration. Such a composition may be in the
form of, for example, a suppository, an impregnated or coated
vaginally-insertable material such as a tampon, a douche
preparation, or gel or cream or a solution for vaginal irriga-
tion.

Methods for impregnating or coating a material with a
chemical composition are known in the art, and include, but
are not limited to methods of depositing or binding a chemical
composition onto a surface, methods of incorporating a
chemical composition into the structure of a material during
the synthesis of the material (i.e., such as with a physiologi-
cally degradable material), and methods of absorbing an
aqueous or oily solution or suspension into an absorbent
material, with or without subsequent drying.

Douche preparations or solutions for vaginal irrigation
may be made by combining the active ingredient with a
pharmaceutically acceptable liquid carrier. As is well known
in the art, douche preparations may be administered using,
and may be packaged within, a delivery device adapted to the
vaginal anatomy of the subject.

Douche preparations may further comprise various addi-
tional ingredients including, but not limited to, antioxidants,
antibiotics, antifungal agents, and preservatives. As used
herein, “parenteral administration” of a pharmaceutical com-
position includes any route of administration characterized
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by physical breaching of a tissue of a subject and administra-
tion of the pharmaceutical composition through the breach in
the tissue. Parenteral administration thus includes, but is not
limited to, administration of a pharmaceutical composition
by injection of the composition, by application of the com-
position through a surgical incision, by application of the
composition through a tissue-penetrating non-surgical
wound, and the like, in particular, parenteral administration is
contemplated to include, but is not limited to, subcutaneous,
intraperitoneal, intramuscular, intrasternal injection, and kid-
ney dialytic infusion techniques.

Formulations of a pharmaceutical composition suitable for
parenteral administration comprise the active ingredient
combined with a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier, such as
sterile water or sterile isotonic saline. Such formulations may
be prepared, packaged, or sold in a form suitable for bolus
administration or for continuous administration. Injectable
formulations may be prepared, packaged, or sold in unit dos-
age form, such as in ampules or in multi-dose containers
containing a preservative. Formulations for parenteral admin-
istration include, but are not limited to, suspensions, solu-
tions, emulsions in oily or aqueous vehicles, pastes, and
implantable sustained-release or biodegradable formulations.
Such formulations may further comprise one or more addi-
tional ingredients including, but not limited to, suspending,
stabilizing, or dispersing agents. In one embodiment of a
formulation for parenteral administration, the active ingredi-
ent is provided in dry (i.e., powder or granular) form for
reconstitution with a suitable vehicle (e.g., sterile pyrogen-
free water) prior to parenteral administration of the reconsti-
tuted composition.

The pharmaceutical compositions may be prepared, pack-
aged, or sold in the form of a sterile injectable aqueous or oily
suspension or solution. This suspension or solution may be
formulated according to the known art, and may comprise, in
addition to the active ingredient, additional ingredients such
as the dispersing agents, wetting agents, or suspending agents
described herein. Such sterile injectable formulations may be
prepared using a non-toxic parenterally-acceptable diluent or
solvent, such as water or 1,3-butane diol, for example. Other
acceptable diluents and solvents include, but are not limited
to, Ringer’s solution, isotonic sodium chloride solution, and
fixed oils such as synthetic mono- or di-glycerides. Other
parentally-administrable formulations which are useful
include those which comprise the active ingredient in micro-
crystalline form, in a liposomal preparation, or as a compo-
nent of a biodegradable polymer system. Compositions for
sustained release or implantation may comprise pharmaceu-
tically acceptable polymeric or hydrophobic materials such
as an emulsion, an ion exchange resin, a sparingly soluble
polymer, or a sparingly soluble salt.

A pharmaceutical composition of the invention may be
prepared, packaged, or sold in a formulation suitable for
buccal administration. Such formulations may, for example,
be in the form of tablets or lozenges made using conventional
methods, and may, for example, 0.1 to 20% (w/w) active
ingredient, the balance comprising an orally dissolvable or
degradable composition and, optionally, one or more of the
additional ingredients described herein. Alternately, formu-
lations suitable for buccal administration may comprise a
powder or an aerosolized or atomized solution or suspension
comprising the active ingredient. Such powdered, aero-
solized, or aerosolized formulations, when dispersed, prefer-
ably have an average particle or droplet size in the range from
about 0.1 to about 200 nanometers, and may further comprise
one or more of the additional ingredients described herein.
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As used herein, “additional ingredients” include, but are
not limited to, one or more of the following: excipients;
surface active agents; dispersing agents; inert diluents; granu-
lating and disintegrating agents; binding agents; lubricating
agents; sweetening agents; flavoring agents; coloring agents;
preservatives; physiologically degradable compositions such
as gelatin; aqueous vehicles and solvents; oily vehicles and
solvents; suspending agents; dispersing or wetting agents;
emulsifying agents, demulcents; buffers; salts; thickening
agents; fillers; emulsifying agents; antioxidants; antibiotics;
antifungal agents; stabilizing agents; and pharmaceutically
acceptable polymeric or hydrophobic materials. Other “addi-
tional ingredients” which may be included in the pharmaceu-
tical compositions of the invention are known in the art and
described, for example in Genaro, ed. (1985, Remington’s
Pharmaceutical Sciences, Mack Publishing Co., Easton, Pa.),
which is incorporated herein by reference.

Typically, dosages of the compound of the invention which
may be administered to an animal, preferably a human, will
vary depending upon any number of factors, including but not
limited to, the type of animal and type of disease state being
treated, the age of the animal and the route of administration.

The compound can be administered to an animal as fre-
quently as several times daily, or it may be administered less
frequently, such as once a day, once a week, once every two
weeks, once a month, or even lees frequently, such as once
every several months or even once a year or less. The fre-
quency of the dose will be readily apparent to the skilled
artisan and will depend upon any number of factors, such as,
but not limited to, the type and severity of the disease being
treated, the type and age of the, animal, etc.

It will be recognized by one of skill in the art that the
various embodiments of the invention as described above
relating to methods of treating diseases, disorders or condi-
tions, includes other diseases, disorders and conditions not
described herein.

The invention further includes kits for treating a disease or
disorder in an animal.

In accordance with the present invention, as described
above or as discussed in the Examples below, there can be
employed conventional chemical, cellular, histochemical,
biochemical, molecular biology, microbiology and recombi-
nant DNA techniques which are known to those of skill in the
art. Such techniques are explained fully in the literature. See
for example, Sambrook et al., 2001, Molecular Cloning—a
Laboratory Manual, Cold Spring Harbor Press; Glover,
(2001) DNA Cloning: a Practical Approach; Gait, (1984)
Oligonucleotide Synthesis; Harlow et al., 1989 Antibod-
ies—a Laboratory Manual, Cold Spring Harbor Press; Roe et
al., 1996 DNA Isolation and Sequencing: Essential Tech-
niques, John Wiley; and Ausubel et al., 1995 Current Proto-
cols in Molecular Biology, Greene Publishing.

EXPERIMENTAL EXAMPLES

The invention is now described with reference to the fol-
lowing Examples. These Examples are provided for the pur-
pose of illustration only and the invention should in no way be
construed as being limited to these Examples, but rather
should be construed to encompass any and all variations
which become evident as a result of the teaching provided
herein.

Without further description, it is believed that one of ordi-
nary skill in the art can, using the preceding description and
the following illustrative examples, make and utilize the com-
pounds of the present invention and practice the claimed
methods. The following working examples therefore, specifi-
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cally point out the preferred embodiments of the present
invention, and are not to be construed as limiting in any way
the remainder of the disclosure.

Example 1

Synthesis and Hydrolysis of Antimicrobial Cationic
Steroids DS and D,S

There is a need in the art to be able to easily synthesize
antimicrobial cationic steroids which, in some embodiments,
are useful as vehicles for nonviral delivery of molecules to
and into cells. A method to fulfill this need is disclosed in the
present invention.

The Materials and Methods used in the present example are
now described.

Large Scale, High Yield, Multi-Gram Synthesis of
Steroid Mesylate Precursor for Conjugation

A 200 mL Erlenmeyer flask equipped with a magnetic stir
bar and a rubber septum was charged with 5 grams of dex-
amethasone (12.7 mmol, 1 equivalent) and 16 mL of anhy-
drous pyridine. The flask was cooled to 0° C. with an ice bath,
and 1.2 mL of methanesulfonyl chloride was added. After 1
hour, 0.8 mLL of additional methanesulfonyl chloride was
added. At two hours, the solution was poured into 100 mL of
cold 1M HCIl, forming a precipitate. The precipitate was
filtered and redissolved in 250 mL of ethanol, and precipi-
tated into 250 mL of 1M HCI. The precipitate was filtered and
recrystallized in ethanol, filtered, and dried under vacuum
yielding 4.95 g (82.6%) of dexamethasone mesylate.

Synthesis of Antimicrobial Cationic Steroids

The 21-hydroxy group of dexamethasone is not required
for anti-inflammatory activity, and therefore is an ideal choice
for conjugation to a polycation (FIG. 1A) (Schimmer et al.,
1996, in The Pharmacological Basis of Therapeutics, 1459-
1485, eds. Hardman and Limbird, McGraw-Hill, New York).
A one-pot reaction between spermine, 2-iminothiolane
(Traut’s reagent) and dexamethasone mesylate yielded the
dexamethasone-spermine and disubstituted conjugates, (DS
and D,S, respectively) (FIG. 1B). Traut’s reagent is selec-
tively ring-opened by the primary amines (Hermanson, 1996,
Bioconjugate Techniques, Academic Press) on spermine,
forming a hydrolytically sensitive amidimide bond (Herman-
son, 1996, Bioconjugate Techniques, Academic Press)
between spermine and iminothiolane and a reactive thiolate
anion that reacts with the a-keto mesylate on the 21 position
of dexamethasone mesylate (Simmons et al., 1980, J. Org.
Chem. 45:084-3088), yielding an a-keto thioether linkage
between the dexamethasone and iminothiolane. Dexametha-
sone mesylate (prepared or received from Steraloids, N.H.) or
dexamethasone (Steraloids, N.H.), 2-iminothiolane (Traut’s
reagent) (Pierce), spermine (Sigma), and ethanol or DMSO
(Aldrich) were used as received. A total of 105 mg (223 umol)
of dexamethasone-mesylate, and 28.4 mg (206 umol) of
Trout’s reagent were dissolved together in either DMSO or
ethanol prior to addition of 31.9 pl (145 pmol of spermine at
room temperature. The conjugation reaction was complete in
45 minutes by TLC. HPLC purification (60/40 0.1% TFA/
acetonitrile, Hamilton PRP-1 column), evaporative solvent
removal, and freeze-drying yielded both DS and D,S as white
powders, 'H NMR of DS confirmed the presence of the 3-bis-
enone and 11- and 17-hydroxy groups required for glucocor-
ticoid activity (FIG. 1A) as well as 'H signals from the con-
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jugated spermine and the 21-a-keto thioether group.
Hydrolysis of DS in 1M NaOH for 20 minutes resulted in the
cleavage of the amidimide linkage between spermine and
iminothiolane, forming a dexamethasone-amide (DA) (FIG.
1B), which has a 21-substituted butyl thioether amide side-
chain on dexamethasone. For DA, FIG. 1B: Calc: C, 63.26; H,
7.35; N, 2.84. Found: C, 63.44; H, 7.27;, N, 2.83. Water
solubility: DS>100,000 mg/1; DA 60 mg/l; (dexamethasone
100 mg/1).

Large Scale, Multi-Gram, High Yield Synthesis of
N-[3-({4-[(3-aminopropyl)amino]butyl}amino)pro-
pyl]-4-[(9-fluoro-11,17-dihydroxy-16-methyl-3,20-

dioxopregna-1,4-dien-21-yl)sulfanyl|butanimida-

mide-TFA salt (1, Dexamethasone-Spermine, DS)
and Disubstituted Spermine Product (D,S)

A 1-L round-bottom flask equipped with a magnetic stir
bar and rubber septum was purged with nitrogen and charged
with 600 mL of USP-grade dry ethanol, 60 mL, of anhydrous
THEF, 4.95 grams (10.5 mmol, 1.05 equivalents) of dexam-
ethasone-mesylate and 10 grams (19.5 mmol, 4.95 equiva-
lents) of spermine. 2-Iminothiolane, 1.38 grams (10 mmol,
1.0 equivalents) in 3 mL of water, was added dropwise to the
solution over 5 minutes with vigorous mixing. The solution
changed color from clear to clear light yellow. The reaction
was monitored by TLC and by analytical HPL.C. After three
hours at room temperature, the TLC spot at R | =0 (the charged
DS) (R 0.7 minutes DS by analytical HPL.C) was maxi-
mized, and dexamethasone-mesylate (R, 0.47, 2.8 minutes
HPLC) spot minimized. The crude reaction mixture was
diluted with 15.25 mL (198 mmol, 19.8 equivalents) of trif-
Iuoroacetic acid (or alternatively formic acid), forming a
white precipitate (spermine tetra TFA salt or tetra-formate
salt). Solvent was removed with a rotary evaporator and 50
mL of ethanol was added, forming a white precipitate (sper-
mine-4TFA). The pH 3 solution was filtered twice to remove
spermine acid salt, and ethanol was removed with a rotary
evaporator. 50 mL. of water was added to the yellow viscous
oil, yielding a precipitate (dexamethasone and dexametha-
sone mesylate), and the solution was filtered through 0.2 uM
filter to yield a clear yellow liquid. Water was removed with a
lyophilizer over several days to yield dexamethasone-sper-
mine and disubstituted spermine tetra-acid salts. Total yield
~30% for combined products).

TLC R,=0, 50/50 Hexane/THF, analytical HPL.C R,=0.7
minutes, "H NMR (500 MHz, DMSO) 8=6.23 (d, J=0.023,
1H,C2),6.01 (s, 1H, C4), 5.33 (d, J=0.01, 1H, C17-OH), 5.04
(s, 1H, C11-OH), 4.14 (d, J=0.02, 1H, C11-OH), 3.63 (dd,
J=0.39,0.03, 2H, C21), 3.37 (s, 20H, Spermine), 3.27 (s, 2H,
Spermine), 3.93 (s, 4H, Spermine), 2.61 (m, 1H, C6a), 2.37
(m, 1H,C6b),2.33 (m, 1H,C8),2.17(d,J=0.02, 1H,C12), 2.1
(g, J=0.02, 1H, C14), 1.87 (m, 4H, Spermine), 1.78 (m,
J=0.01, 1H, C7a), 1.63 (m, 2H, Spermine), 1.58 (m, 1H, C
15a),1.48 (s, 3H, C19), 1.46 (s, 1H, C7), 1.07 (m, 1H, C15b),
0.87 (s, 3H, C18), 0.78 (d, 3H, C22); HRMS (FAB")
C;3Hg;FN;O4S: [M+H]™ caled 678.4428. found 678.4429.

Instrumentation/Semi-Preparative Purification

The LC-MS system consisted of a Shimadzu (Columbia,
Md.) LC-20AB solvent delivery system and Shimadzu SIL.-
20A autosampler coupled to Shimadzu SPD-20A dual wave-
length UV-Vis detector and Shimadzu LCMS 2010EV single
quadrupole mass spectrometer. Purification was adapted
from the method described in Gruneich et al. (2004, Gene
Ther. 11:668-674). The semi-preparative separation system
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consisted of the Shimadzu instrument coupled to a Hamilton
(Reno, Nev.) PRP-1 column (150 minx10 mm i.d., 10 um
particle size). The mobile phase flow rate was 4 m[./min with
a starting ratio of 90% mobile phase A (water) and 10%
mobile phase B (acetonitrile). The elution profile consisted
of: (i) an isocratic step to 16% B for 30 minutes and (ii) 30%
B for 30 minutes to separate the reaction products. Fractions
were collected as either TFA or formate salts followed by
complete solvent removal by lyophilization. Final products

were dissolved in either nuclease free water or methanol/
chloroform (50/50 vol %) at 5-6 mg/ml.

Analytical Characterization

Analytical characterization was performed with the Shi-
madzu instrument coupled to a Hamilton PRP-1 column (150
mmx2.1 mm i.d., 5 pm particle size). The mobile phase flow
rate was 0.25 ml/min with a starting ratio of 90% mobile
phase A (water) and 10% mobile phase B (acetonitrile). The
elution profile consisted of: (i) an isocratic step to 16% B for
60 minutes and (ii) 30% B for 60 minutes to quantify purity.
Mass spectrometry was performed on the eluent using elec-
trospray ionization (ESI) in positive ion mode with a scanned
m/z range from 160-2000. 'H and '*C NMR analysis was
performed with a Bruker (location) AVANCE III 500 MHz
instrument using a dual 5 mm cryoprobe or a Bruker DMX
600 using a 5 mm TXI 3 axis grad probe.

Other methods which were used but not described herein
are well known and within the competence alone of ordinary
skill in the art of chemistry, immunology, and cellular and
molecular biology.

The Results of the experiments described in this example
are now presented.

Synthesis of Cationic Dexamethasone Prodrug

There is a need in the art for a nonviral cationic lipid
delivery vehicle which can deliver such molecules as nucleic
acids or drugs to cells, interstitial sites, organs, or tissues.
Further, there is a need in the art for a cationic steroid com-
positions which can prevent and/or ameliorate inflammation.
This invention satisfies this need.

Example 2

Molecule Delivery In Vitro with a Nonviral Cationic
Steroid Delivery Vehicle

The Materials and Methods used in the present example are
now described.

Cell Culture and Lipofection

Bovine aortic endothelial cells (BAEC, passage 4-13) were
passaged at a 1:3 split to 24-well culture plates, and then
grown to dense confluence before lipofection. Growth
medium was Dulbecco’s modified Eagle’s medium (DMEM)
containing 10% heat inactivated charcoal-filtered (to remove
steroid hormones) fetal calf serum (Hyclone), 0.30 mg/ml
glutamine, 150 U/ml penicillin, and 0.15 mg/ml streptomycin
(Gibco). 293 cells were grown under identical conditions.
The plasmids pEGFP-N3 and pGRE-SEAP (Clontech) were
used for expression of EGFP or secreted alkaline phosphatase
under the regulation of CMV or GRE promoters, respectively.
In some experiments, Lipofectamine reagent (Invitrogen)
containing 2:1 (ug:pg) mixture of polycationic lipid 2,3-dio-
leyloxy-N-[2(sperminecarboxamido)ethyl]|-N,N-dimethyl-
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1-propanaminium trifluoroacetate (DOSPA):DOPE was used
according to manufacturer’s instructions. In other experi-
ments, Lipofectamine 2000 (Invitrogen), in a 1:1 (wt) ratio
with nucleic acid, was used according to the manufacturer’s
instructions.

For fluorescence microscopy and flow cytometry, pEGFP-
N3 plasmid (Clontech, Palo Alto, Calif.) was used to generate
GFP as the fluorescent reporter transgene protein. Cells were
transfected in 6-well plates with each condition in duplicate.
One day after GFP transfection, cells were imaged and then
harvested in 500 ul PBS and kept on ice until analysis. A BD
Biosciences (Franklin Lakes, N.J.) FACSCalibur flow cytom-
eter was used to obtain fluorescence data with 50,000 counts
recorded per condition.

For the luminescence assays, pGL4.75 plasmid (Promega,
Madison, Wis.) was used to generate militia luciferase as the
reporter transgene protein. Cells were transfected in 96-well
plates with 8 replicates of each condition. To measure trans-
gene expression, EnduRen Live Cell Substrate (Promega)
was added 24 hours after transfection and luminescence was
measured 90 minutes following addition of the reagent. Cell
viability was determined by adding an equal volume of Cell
Titer Glo (Promega) and measuring luminescence 30 minutes
after addition. Luminescence in both assays was measured
with an EnVision Multilabel Plate Reader (Perkin Elmer,
Wellesley, Mass.).

Preparation and Characterization of Lipid
Assemblies and Lipoplexes

To form the DS:DOPE lipid solution, 67 pul of a 10 mg/ml
solution of DS in ethanol and 27 pl of a 50 mg/ml solution of
DOPE in ethanol were vortexed together. After solvent evapo-
ration with a N, stream, 1 mL of sterile Millipore water was
added to the lipid film and the solution was sonicated for 10
minutes. The solution (2 pug oflipid per ul of water) was stored
at 4° C. and retained lipofection activity for over 6 months
(data not shown). The hydrodynamic diameter of DS/DOPE
(1 ug/2 pg) obtained by dynamic light scattering (DynaPro 99
instrument) was 70 to 150 nm without DNA, while lipoplexes
with 1 pg DNA and 0 to 20 equivalents of DS and 0 to 20
equivalents of DOPE had sizes ranging from 200 to 500 nm.

Fluorescence GFP Measurement

For lipofection, a solution of DS/DOPE in 125 ul Opti-
MEM I (Gibco) was mixed with a solution of DNA in 125 pl
OptiMEM [, incubated for 30 to 60 minutes, and then overlaid
on BAEC cells for 2 hours, followed by PBS rinse and addi-
tion of growth media. Fluorescence was measured after 48
hours. At lipid concentrations exceeding charge ratios of 6:1
DS:DNA, the formulations began to display cytotoxicity in
BAEC as indicated by altered morphology. EGFP expression
of transfections was monitored in duplicate (FIG. 2A) or
triplicate (FIG. 2B) with a fluorescent plate reader (Lab-
systems Fluoroskan Ascent; 485 nm/538 nm filter pair) with
background subtraction using the autofluorescence of non-
transfected BAEC. EGFP expression was calibrated using 0
to 200 ng recombinant GFP (Clontech) in 750 ul PBS. In
assays of EGFP in lysates, lipofected cells were trypsinized,
pelleted (200xg, 8 minutes), resuspended in 150 ul PBS, and
subjected to 3x freeze/thaw at =78° C. The lysate was centri-
fuged at 13,500 RPM (5 minutes) in an Eppendorf Minifuge.
Supernatant was collected, and pooled with supernatant from
PBS washed and pelleted cells (total volume 750 ul), and
EGFP fluorescence was measured (Ex 485, Em 515; SLM
fluorometer). In some experiments, flow cytometry of lipo-
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fected and trypsinized cells expressing EGFP was performed
at the University of Pennsylvania Flow Cytometry Core
Facility using a FACSCalibur instrument.

The Results of the experiments described in this example
are now presented.

In Vitro Gene Delivery with Cationic Steroids

Using the neutral lipid dioleylphosphatidylethanolamine
(DOPE) and 1 pg plasmid/well, we measured gene expression
obtained with varying amounts of DS (0 to 20 pg) and varying
amounts of DOPE (0 to 20 pg (FIG. 2A). In the case where
neither DS nor DOPE was present, Lipofectamine was used
(6 ug/ng-DNA) as a benchmark. The mass ratio of 1:2 of
DS:DOPE (light bars, FIG. 2A) provided high EGFP expres-
sion while minimizing the use of the DS conjugate and mini-
mizing the total lipid load below 10 pg total lipid/ug DNA. In
a separate set of experiments maintaining the DS/DOPE mass
ratio constant at 1:2, the amount of DS relative to DNA was
systematically varied from 1 to 10 charge equivalents (0.9 to
9 ug DS per ug DNA), assuming an average charge of the
spermine of DS to be 3.8 per molecule (Geall et al., 2000,
Bioconjug. Chem. 11:314-326) and no net charge contribu-
tion from DOPE. The optimal lipofection plateaued at a
charge ratio of 6 DS:1 DNA, giving more than 10-fold
increase in the amount of transgene expression relative to
Lipofectamine reagent. Increases beyond a charge ratio of 6:1
DS:DNA provided no increase in expression (FIG. 2B). To
test if gene transfer activity of DS was merely associated with
the DNA binding ability of spermine and the hydrophobic
character of dexamethasone, DNA was combined with sper-
mine, dexamethasone, and DOPE (all unconjugated) using
the same molar ratios and concentrations as in the conjugated
DS/DOPE transfection (FIG. 2D). Only when the dexametha-
sone was conjugated with spermine was EGFP expression
detected (FIG. 2E). Spermine alone or dexamethasone alone
had no detectable gene transfer activity. Using a flow cytom-
etry cutoff of 100 F.I. to define percent transfection (Subra-
manian et al., 1999, Nat. Biotech. 17:873-877), a 4.3-fold
increase was observed in percent transfection over Lipo-
fectamine from 5.9% to 25.5% (FIG. 3). Lipofection of sub-
confluent (proliferating) BAEC with DS/DOPE yielded a
4.6-fold increase in percent transfection over Lipofectamine
from 16.0% with Lipofectamine to 73.8% lipofection with
DS/DOPE (data not shown). Although hydrolysis of DS to
DA is accelerated in 1M NaOH, the amidimide bond in DS
appeared relatively stable in neutral pH when formulated with
DOPE, since DS/DOPE formulations stored for six months at
4° C. in water retained their lipofection activity.

Synthesis and Use of Other Cationic Steroids in
Delivery Vehicles

The conjugation of spermine to steroids was carded out to
create molecules useful for DNA transfer to mammalian
cells. 21-chloro-17hydroxyprogesterone, cholesterol tosy-
late, hydrocortisone mesylate, or 17 a-mesylate-estradiol-3-
acetate was mixed with DMSO and Traut’s reagent followed
by addition of spermine. The resulting cationic steroids dis-
played gene transfer activity when used with the neutral lipid,
DOPE, on 293 cells.

Other compounds which were coupled with spermine and
tested on bovine aortic endothelial cells include 11-deoxy-
cortisone, 11-deoxycortisol, cortisol, and corticosterone.
Twenty-one formulations were tested and had varying effects
on EGFP expression (see FIG. 6).
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Use of Other Cationic and Hydrophobic Compounds

Based on the structural resemblance of tamoxifen (estro-
gen antagonist) and 4-hydroxytamoxifen to other cationic
steroids (e.g., dexamethasone-spermine) or cationic choles-
terol derivatives, the gene transfer activity of tamoxifen and
4-hydroxy tamoxifen was measured. To examine whether
tamoxifen or 4-hydroxytamoxifen (a more active metabolite)
can function as nucleic acid transfer reagents, drug was for-
mulated with DOPE at various ratios and then mixed with
DNA. GFP expression was measured in 293 cells and the
results indicate that these additional steroids can be used as
well in a delivery vehicle of the invention.

A number of pharmacological drugs have lipophilic and
cationic groups. These compounds are in a class of molecules
that can bind DNA and have gene transfer activity in the
presence or absence of neutral lipids such as DOPE or cho-
lesterol. Representative examples of other drugs that reside in
the class of molecules which are cationic and lipophilic
include, but is not limited to rantidine HC, propoxyphese-N/
APAP, tamoxifen, verapamil SR, triamterene w/HCTZ, tri-
mox, acyclovir, cyclobenzaprine, methylphenidate, amitrip-
tyline, trimethoprim/sulfa, ipratropium  bromide,
methotrexate, diltazem CD, norvasc, prozac and sarafem,
vasotec, zestril, effexor, prinivil, imitrex, serevent, zoloft, and
paxil.

These results describe a new approach to nonviral nucleic
acid and drug delivery by using a novel cationic prodrug or
drug vehicle. Dexamethasone, a potent glucocorticoid recog-
nized to enhance gene delivery in vivo, was conjugated with
spermine via an iminothiolane linkage. This molecule was
designed to combine the gene delivery properties of the clini-
cally relevant cationic lipids such as DC-Chol, DMRIE,
DOTMA, and GL-67, with the added functionality of hydro-
lyzing to release pharmacologically active drug. This proce-
dure yielded a pharmacologically active prodrug that facili-
tates nucleic acid and drug packaging and delivery. The use or
pharmacologically active cationic steroids also allows the
exploitation of anionic biopolymers such as glycosaminogly-
cans in the body to servo as natural occurring depots for local
drug delivery.

Example 3
Transfection

Transfection experiments were designed and performed to
assess the gene transfer efficiency of novel cationic lipids by
using two distinct cells lines (i.e., BAEC and A549) with an
optimized commercially available product as a positive con-
trol. Both cell lines were cultured at 37° C. and 5% CO, in
DMEM (Invitrogen, Carlsbad, Calif.) supplemented with
10% fetal bovine serum (Invitrogen), 2% penicillin/strepto-
mycin (Mediatech, Inc., Manassas, Va.), and 1% L-glutamine
(Mediatech) prior to transfection which was carried out in
Optimem. All experiments were executed with cells seeded
24 hours prior to transfection at 50-75% confluence. Lipo-
fectamine 2000 (Invitrogen) was used as a positive control for
all transfection experiments and optimized independently for
transfection efficiency with minimal toxicity for each cell
line. A 1:1 (wt) ratio with plasmid was used for BAECs and a
3:1 (wt) ratio with plasmid was used for A549 cells following
the manufacturer’s instructions. Although higher ratios of
Lipofectamine 2000 to DNA were tested (data not shown), a
ratio of 1:1 was used for BAECs and 3:1 for A549 cells since
these ratios maximized transfection efficiency while mini-
mizing toxicity for this product under these conditions in each
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cell line. Plasmid DNA without any cationic lipid was used as
the negative control. Due to the observed shill in net surface
charge resulting from different compositions of the experi-
mental cationic lipids, three charge ratios were tested in order
to assess how excess lipid/cationic charge affected transgene
expression. Plasmid pGL4.75 (Promega, Madison, Wis.) was
used to generate renilla luciferase as the reporter transgene
protein. Cells were transfected in 96-well plates with 8 rep-
licates of each condition. To measure transgene expression,
EnduRen Live Cell Substrate (Promega) was added and lumi-
nescence was measured 90 minutes following addition of the
reagent. Cell viability was determined by adding an equal
volume of Cell Titer Glo (Promega) and measuring lumines-
cence. Luminescence in both assays was measured with an
EnVision Multilabel Plate Reader (Perkin Elmer, Wellesley,
Mass.). Error bars represent standard deviations from 8 rep-
licates of each condition. Significant increases in lumines-
cence from transfection with respect to the positive control
(Lipofectamine 2000) were calculated using the Mann—
Whitney U-test (*P=<0.05). RLU=Relative Light Unit.

Lipofection of BAEC and A549 cells, a human carcinoma
alveolar epithelial cell line, were carried out under identical
conditions in both cell lines and the transfection activity of
mixtures of DS and D, S showed a clear dependence on cell-
type as shown in FIGS. 5a and 5b. Higher transgene expres-
sion was measured with mixtures of DS and D,S than either
compound independently, however; optimal activity was
observed at different charge ratios and lipid compositions in
each cell type. Peak activity in BAECs was 3-fold greater than
control (CR=12 and 20 mol % D,S), whereas A549 cell
transfection showed a maximum 7-fold increase in transgene
expression (CR=3 and 40 mol % D,S). A second transfection
experiment was performed with BAECs using GFP as the
reporter (Supplementary material) with fluorescent images
and flow cytometric data confirming the finding of peak trans-
fection activity with a mixture of DS and D,S. Cell viability
(FIGS. 5¢ and 5d) decreased to some extent with D,S con-
centration and charge ratio (12-15% maximum) compared to
negative controls. It is important to note that the maximum
enhancement in transgene expression observed in both cell
lines was achieved without compromising cell viability and
that the 3 to 7-fold increase over a common lipofection
reagent indicates a significant improvement.

Due to the number of variables that can affect liposome-
mediated gene delivery, physical properties are commonly
studied to determine if they correlate with the resulting activ-
ity and to further develop structure-activity relationships for
vector design. (Ma et al., 2007, J Control Release, 123:184-
194) Particle size and zeta potential were measured as a
function of the mixed lipid composition since these properties
have been found to correlate with gene transfer activity. (Ross
and Hui, 1999, Gene Ther, 6:651-659; Salvati et al., 2006,
Biophys Chem, 121:21-29) A correlation was observed
between shifts in both parameters with the peak transfection
activity. This apparent association between physical param-
eters and transfection activity could be due to a number of
factors including the morphology of the lipoplexes, hetero-
geneity of lipids between the liposomal surfaces, or packag-
ing of the plasmid DNA; however, a clear relationship was
determined to exist between size, Zeta potential, and transfec-
tion activity over the experimental range. Enhancement in
gone delivery and optimal biophysical parameters were
observed in both cell lines with mixtures of DS and D,S
indicating that improvement in vector design can be achieved
without the generation of new molecular structures.

The efficiency of these gene delivery vectors in vivo was
assessed with an expression plasmid encoding a LacZ trans-
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gene f-galactosidase ((f-gal)). DC-Chol was used as the
positive control in this experiment since this cationic lipid has
been shown to facilitate plasmid transfection in vivo and can
be re-administered. (Hyde et al., 2000, Gene Ther, 7:1156-
1165) Minimal transgene expression was detected in lung
homogenates for both DC-Choi and DS lipoplexes, while the
60/40 mol % mixture of DS and D,S liposomes exhibited
higher expression levels (FIG. 754). Due to the volume limi-
tation for 1N administration in mice (50 ul), a lower total
charge ratio (CR=0.5) compared to the in vitro studies was
required in order to maximize total plasmid delivery (50 pg);
however, measurable transgene levels confirm that D,S
lipoplexes as well as mixtures of DS and D,S can facilitate
plasmid gene delivery to the lung.

Experiments assessing the transfection of BAECs with DS
and D,S using GFP transgene at a charge ratio of 6:1 at 24
hours were also conducted. Fluorescent images and flow
cytometry data shown with experimental data (black area)
over negative control (white area) for each condition. Histo-
gram of number of gated positive transfected cells based on
negative control. Lipofectamine 2000 control (FIG. 9A),
100/0 mol % DS/D,S (FIG. 9B), 90/10 mol % DS/D,S (FIG.
9C), 80/20 mol % DS/D,S (FIG. 9D), 60/40 mol % DS/D,S
(FIG. 9E), 40/60 mol % DS/D,S (FIG. 9F), 20/80 mot %
DS/D,S (FIG. 9G), 0/100 mol % DS/D,S (FIG. 9H). For
fluorescence microscopy and flow cytometry on BAECs,
pEGFP-N; plasmid (Clontech, Palo Alto, Calif.) was used to
generate GFP as the fluorescent reporter transgene protein.
BAECs were transfected in 6-well plates with each condition
in duplicate. One day after GFP transfection, cells were
imaged and then harvested in 500 ul PBS and kept on ice until
analysis, A BD Biosciences (Franldin Lakes, N.J., USA)
FACSCalibur flow cytometer was used to obtain fluorescence
data with 50000 counts recorded per condition.

Example 4
Antimicrobial

The amphipathic nature of lipids used for transfection has
been shown to have deleterious effects at high concentrations
due to disruption of host cell membranes, but might also
potentially beneficial effects due to preferential disruption of
bacterial membranes, which unlike eukaryotic membrane
expose highly anionic lipids at their surface. It was theorized
that D,S could be a more effective destabilization agent of
cellular membranes than DS, which would explain how mod-
erate concentrations in combination with DS could lead to
optimal transfection activity. These theories were tested by
measuring antimicrobial activity to determine the relative
membrane disruption potential for DS, D,S, and mixtures of
these compounds. Addition of the cationic lipid mixtures to
suspensions of the gram negative bacterium Escherichia coli
MG1655 was performed to evaluate antimicrobial activity
and differences were observed across the series of composi-
tions tested (FIG. 6a). A gram-negative strain of bacteria was
chosen to test the range of lipid mixtures since this is typically
a more challenging test for antimicrobial killing due to the
permeability barrier of the second bacterial membrane. The
number of colony forming units was determined using a
conventional killing assay and showed that D,S is the most
active destabilization agent, since mixtures with increasing
concentration of DS led to decreased antibacterial activity.
No bacterial growth was observed upon addition of 50/1 of
D,S, which was equivalent to the activity of the cathelicidin
peptide LL.37 and the ceragenin CSA-13 (data not shown)
used as positive controls in the assay (See Salunke et al.,
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2004, J Med Chem 47:1591-1594; Chin et al., 2007, Antimi-
crob Agents Chemother, 51:1268-1273). D,S antibacterial
activity against the gram-positive B. subtillis and an addi-
tional gram-negative bacterium P. aeruginosa PAO1 demon-
strated killing activity at the same (P, aeruginosa) or lower (B.
subtillis) concentrations compared to . coli, demonstrating
that both gram-positive and gram-negative bacteria are in the
spectrum of bactericidal activity (FIG. 65). Additionally, bac-
tericidal activity of D,S was found to be compromised in the
presence of purified LPS (. coli) indicating a specific inter-
action between those two molecules (FIG. 65) likely due to an
electrostatic interaction between the cationic lipid and the
negatively charged bacterial endotoxin. The in vivo antibac-
terial activity of D,S was assessed by utilizing P. aeruginosa
Xen5, a mucoid strain that constitutively expresses a lumi-
nescent protein (lux) during normal metabolic function.
Bioluminescent imaging was utilized to assess bactericidal
activity and imaging before and after D2S injection in lung
confirmed rapid inhibition of bacterial metabolic activity
(FIG. 7¢). Bacterial luminescence was not affected in other
areas providing evidence that the compound was successfully
delivered to the lung.

Experiments were conducted assessing the concentration
kill curves for E. Coli MG 1655 with mixtures of DS and D,S
(FIG. 6a), and for B. subtillis, P. aeruginosa PAO1, and P.
aeruginosa PAO1 in the presence of purified LPS (FIG. 65). A
single colony of Escherichia coli MG1655, Bacillus subtillis
(ATCC 6051), or kanamycin-resistant Pseudomonas aerugi-
nosa PAOI was selected from a LB plate and grown to mid-
log phase (OD600~0.3) in 2 ml of LB medium (Becton-
Dickinson, Cockeysville, Md.). One milliliter of the bacterial
suspension was centrifuged at 5000 rpm for 5 minutes at RT,
and the bacterial pellet was resuspended in PBS. Serial dilu-
tions of DS, D,S, LL-37 peptide, and the ceragenin CSA-13
were mixed with the diluted bacterial suspension in 0.1 ml
aliquots. The tubes were then incubated at 37° C. for one hour
and transferred to ice. Duplicate 10 pl aliquots of 10-fold
dilutions (undiluted, 1:10, 1:100, 1:1000) of these mixtures
were plated on sectors of LB agar or Pseudomonas isolation
agar plates, and plates were incubated overnight at 37° C. The
number of colonies in the duplicate samples at each dilution
was counted the following morning, and the colony forming
units (CFU) of the individual mixture were determined from
the dilution factor. To assess D,S scavenging binding poten-
tial, LPS from E. coli (Sigma) was added to the bacterial
suspensions and incubated for 1 hour. Error bars represent
standard deviations from 3.5 replicates for each condition.
Redblood cell lysis in response to treatment with DS and D,S
was also assessed (FIG. 6¢). The hemolytic activity of D,S
against human red blood cells (RBC) was tested using their
suspension prepared from flesh blood (Ht~5%). D,S dis-
solved in PBS was added to RBC suspensions and the incu-
bation was continued for 1 hour at 37° C. The samples were
then centrifuged at 1300xg for 10 min for hemoglobin release
analysis. Relative hemoglobin concentration in supernatants
was monitored by measuring the absorbance at 540 nm. The
100% homolysis was taken from samples in which 1% of
Triton X-100 was added to disrupt the membrane. Error bars
represent standard deviations from 4 replicates for each con-
dition.

The effectiveness of D,S in the bacterial killing assays,
with complete killing demonstrated at 5 M, was comparable
to ceragenin CSA-13 and cathelicidin [.L1.37 and prompted an
investigation into eukaryotic membrane immobilization
(Chin et al., 2007, Antimicrob Agents Chemother, 51:1268-
1273). Human red blood cells (RBCs) were used to determine
toxicity based on the extent of hemoglobin release following
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exposure to the cationic lipids and the results (FIG. 6¢) dem-
onstrate an identical trend to the bacterial killing assay.
According to previous observations, membrane asymmetry
and the absence of anionic lipids in the outer leaflet of eukary-
otic cells account for lower lytic activities of antibacterial
peptides compared to bacteria (Bucki and Janmey, 2006,
Antimicrob Agents Chemother, 50:2932-2940). The amount
of hemoglobin released increased with D,S concentration in
the lipid mixtures with ~100% lysis measured at 500 uM for
100 mol % D,S, a concentration 100 times greater than
needed for complete killing of bacteria, indicating a high
therapeutic index and possible application of this component
as a bactericidal agent (Bucki et al.,, 2007, J Antimicrob
Chemother, 60:535-545). In the present work it has been
demonstrated that the ability of D,S to both bind and inacti-
vate bacterial LPS showing that D,S can not as a scavenger of
LPS preventing binding its target eukaryotic pattern recogni-
tion receptors (TRLs) potentially interfering with the inflam-
matory signaling pathway. In order to assess the ability of D,S
as an inhibitor of bacterial-mediated inflammation, a quanti-
tative measurement of I[.-8 released from human neutrophils
after incubation with bacterial LPS was performed (FIG. 7a).
LPS treated neutrophils were used as a positive control and
showed significant increases in I[.-8 at 12 hours (15-fold
increase) and 24 hours (6-fold increase). Neutrophils treated
only with D,S (5 uM) exhibited a relatively small increase in
baseline IL-8 levels compared to the negative controls. An
85% reduction in IL.-8 was observed for neutrophils treated
with LPS in the presence of D,S at 12 hours and a 65%
reduction was measured at 24 hours compared to the positive
controls demonstrating the ability of D,S to effectively pre-
vent LPS from upregulating IL.-8 expression in human neu-
trophils, which are a primary source of production of proin-
flammatory cytokines (including II.-8 and TNF-a) (Bucki et
al., J Antimicrob Chemother, 60:535-545). Although not
wishing to be bound by any particular theory, suppression of
bacterial-mediated inflammation may be due to the interac-
tion of D,S with LPS. However, since this lipid has a base
glucocorticoid structure it may be expected that pharmaco-
logical activity is providing additional anti-inflammatory
activity through cortisol receptor activation, (Price et al.,
2005, Mol Ther, 12:502-509), as is suggested by the complete
inactivation of a highly inflammatory LPS concentration by
D,S. It is important to note that the combined activity of
mixtures of DS and D,S in gene delivery and the demon-
strated potential of D,S to bind and inactivate LPS represents
an important connection in light of the recent findings indi-
cating that inflammatory cytokines can directly inhibit gene
transfer (Baatz et al., 2001, Biochim Biophys Acta, 1535:
100-109; Bastonero et al., 2005, J] Gene Med, 7:1439-1449).
Binding of bacterial wall membrane bound LPS to TRL4
initiates signal transmission through the adapter protein
myeloid differentiation factor 88 (MyD88), ultimately result-
ing in upregulation of NFKB controlled transcription of
cytokines and chemokines (Schnare et al., 2006, Int Arch
Allergy Immunol, 139:75-85). Since activation of NF-KB is
also responsible for increased levels of IL-4 and TNF-a, bac-
terial activation of TRLs could lead to the inhibition of gene
transfer, which is particularly relevant in disease targets with
known bacterial colonization (i.e. cystic fibrosis). Therefore,
prevention of bacterial induced inflammation and cytokine
production may further Improve the efficiency of gene trans-
fer.

The results described herein show that liposomes com-
prised of both DS and D,S can exhibit improved transfection
activity in vitro and in vivo. Several studies have reported
optimal activities upon mixing lipids with different hydro-
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phobic domains (Wang and MacDonald, 2007, Mol Pharm,
4:615-623; Wang et al., 2006, Biophys J, 91:3692-3706).
Thus, results described herein support the principle that opti-
mal liposomal properties can be obtained from mixing two
distinct lipids, instead of progressively engineering new lip-
ids by altering chemical structure. Antimicrobial activity of
D,S against both gram-positive and gram-negative bacteria
represents an important area of focus for this molecule due to
the large relative difference in effective concentrations
between the bacterial and eukaryotic membrane disruption
which indicates a favorable therapeutic index. The ability of
D,S to bind and inactivate LPS, effectively suppressing of
bacterial-mediated inflammation, may prove to have thera-
peutic potential in certain diseases targeted by gene therapy
and characterized by persistent infection especially consider-
ing the evidence that inflammatory cytokines can inhibit of
gene transfer.

Example 5
Release from Neutrophils

Experiments were conducted assessing I11.-8 release from
neutrophils. D,S significantly prevented release of IL.-8 from
neutrophils in the presence of LPS (FIG. 7a). IL-8 release
from human neutrophils (3x10° cells/ml) suspended in RPMI
1640 buffer containing 2% human albumin was measured
after activation with LPS (0.1 gg/ml, Sigma) at 12 and 24
hours measured using a sandwich ELISA, according to the
manufacturer’s instructions (30 pg/ml detection limit,
Thermo Fisher Scientific, Rockford, I11.). Cell-free neutrophil
supernatants were collected by centrifugation at 5000xg for 5
min and stored at —80° C. until cytokine determination. Error
bars represent standard deviations from 2 replicates for each
condition. Transfection of C57Bl/6 mice using [-gal trans-
gene after 24 hours normalized to total protein (solid circles)
with group means shown as horizontal bars. (FIG. 7b)
Increases in total expression over positive control of DC-
Chol:DOPE were observed for both the 60/40 mol % DS/D,S
and D,S groups. Transgene expression in lung homogenate
measured with a chemiluminescent assay for each condition
(n=3). Cationic lipids and liposomes (1:1 mole ratio with
DOPE) were mixed with plasmid DNA (50 ng/dose) in equal
volume at room temperature for 15 minutes prior to instilla-
tion. C57BV/6 mice (6 to 8 weeks of age) were anesthetized by
an intraperitoneal (IP) injection of a 3:2 mixture of xylazil:
ketamine. For dosing, mice were suspended from their dorsal
incisors (hind quarters supported) and a dose of 50 ug DNA
with cationic liposome (CR=0.5) was delivered as a 51 ul
bolus (delivered as three 17 pl aliquots) into the nostrils. All
animal experiments were reviewed and approved by the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania Institutional Animal Care and Use
Committee. For [3-gal transgene expression evaluation, lungs
were harvested and inflated with a 1:1 mixture of PBS and
OCT embedding compound. One lobe was placed in 2 ml of
Lysis Buffer (Roche, Indianapolis, Ind.) and placed on ice.
Directly after all samples were collected, each sample was
homogenized for approximately 10 seconds. The instrument
was washed between each sample using 70% ethanol and
PBS. Samples were then immediately centrifuged at 3000
rpm (Sorvall; Thermo Scientific, Waltham, Mass.) for 10 min.
The supernatant was removed and stored at —80° C. prior to
analysis of transgene expression. To quantitatively measure
[-gal gene expression a Galacto-Light Plus System (Applied
Biosystems, Foster City, Calif.) assay was used on lung
homogenates according to the manufacturer’s instructions.
All values were normalized for total protein content in the
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sample using the BCA protein assay (Pierce Biotechnology,
Inc., Rockford, 111.) prior to measuring [3-gal gene expression.
(FIG. 7¢) (1) Bioluminescence from P. aeruginosa XenS at
1x10°6 CFU in BALB/c mice (ii) Bioluminescence following
injection of 50 pg D,S into the right-half of the lung. Both
images taken with 5 min exposure. A single colony of kana-
mycin-resistant Pseudomonas aeruginosa Xen5 (Caliper
Life Sciences) was selected from a LB plate and grown to
mid-log phase (optical density at X=600 of ~0.3) in 2 m] of
soy broth (Becton-Dickinson, Cockeysville, Md.). One mil-
liliter of the bacterial suspension was centrifuged at 5000 rpm
for 5 minutes at RT, and the bacterial pellet was resuspended
in PBS. For in vivo study, BALB/c mice were anesthetized by
an intraperitoneal injection of a 3:2 mixture of xylazil:ket-
amine and suspended from their dorsal incisors (hind quarters
supported) for dosing. Bacteria were delivered as a 34111
bolus (delivered as two 17 ul aliquots) into the nostrils. After
5 hours, animals were euthanized prior to by direct injection
of D2S (50 pg) in water. All animal experiments were
reviewed and approved by the University of Pennsylvania
Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee.

Example 6
Average Effective Diameter and Zeta Potential

Experiments were conducted assessing the average effec-
tive diameter of mixtures of DS and D,S in water (FIG. 8a)
and Optimem (FIG. 856) from dynamic light scattering. Aver-
age zeta potential of mixtures of DS and D,S in water were
also assessed (FIG. 8¢). The mean effective diameter for these
liposomes in water was nearly constant across the entire
series and addition of plasmid DNA resulted in an increase in
particle size for all compositions. Particle size in reduced-
serum medium is shown in FIG. 56 and demonstrated a tran-
sition to relatively larger particles for mixtures containing
20-60 mol % D,S, which correlated directly with the
observed peaks in transfection activity in both cell types
tested under the same solution conditions. The polydispersity
indices of the particle sizes did not change significantly data
not shown) indicating uniform size distributions for all mea-
surements. The zeta potential was positive for all conditions
as expected since all of the measurements were carried out in
excess cationic lipid and a transition to higher zeta potential
was noted with the addition of 20-60 mol % D,S. The shift to
higher zeta potential correlated with the formation of larger
particles and with the peaks in transfection activity in both
cell types. Liposomes were formed by adding the cationic
lipids in a 1:1 molar ratio to lipid films of 1,2 dioleoylphos-
phatidylethanolamine (DOPE, Avanti Polar Lipids, Alabas-
ter, Ala.), in either sterile water or reduced serum medium
(Optimem, Gibco, Grand Island, N.Y.) to achieve the various
charge ratios tested and were probe sonicated for 30 seconds
prior to use. Lipoplexes were formed by diluting plasmid
DNA in Optimem to achieve a concentration yielding the
desired charge ratio upon equal volume mixing with the cat-
ionic/DOPE lipid mixture. Lipoplexes were formed 15 min-
utes prior to use in all experiments. Particle sizes were deter-
mined by dynamic light scattering with a Brookhaven
Instruments Corporation (Holtsville, N.Y.) ZetaPlus with par-
ticle sizing option equivalent to the Brookhaven 90Plus. The
measured autocorrelation function (90Plus) is analyzed using
a cumulant analysis, the first cumulant yielding an effective
diameter, a type of average hydrodynamic diameter. Mono-
disperse polystyrene microsphere size standards (Poly-
sciences, Warrington, Pa.) were used to validate the DLS
instrument. Zeta potential was calculated from the electro-
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phoretic mobility using the ZetaPlus and the Smoluchowski
equation. The Doppler shifted frequency spectrum at 15
degrees scattering angle and 25° C. yielded an average Dop-
pler shift that was measured five times and averaged to deter-
mine an electrophoretic velocity. The mobility was calculated
by dividing the velocity by the electric field strength. Error
bars represent standard error from two replicates of 1-minute
runs for each condition for dynamic light scattering measure-
ments and 5 replicates of each condition for zeta potential
measurements. Open bars indicate liposomes and solid bars
indicate lipoplexes.

Example 7

Combined Antibacterial and Anti-Inflammatory
Activity in a Cationic Disubstituted Dexamethasone
Spermine Conjugate (D2S)

The rising number of antibiotic resistant bacterial strains
represents an emerging health problem that has motivated
efforts to develop new antibacterial agents. Endogenous cat-
ionic antibacterial peptides (CAPs) that are produced in tis-
sues exposed to external environment are one model for
design of novel antibacterial compounds. Here, data is
described demonstrated that disubstituted dexamethasone-
spermine (D2S), a cationic corticosteroid derivative initially
identified as a byproduct of synthesis of dexamethasone-
spermine for the purpose of improving cellular gene delivery,
functions as an antibacterial peptide-mimicking molecule. As
described herein, this moiety exhibits bacteria killing activity
against clinical isolates of Staphylococcus aureus,
Pseudomonas aeruginosa present in CF sputa, and
Pseudomonas aeruginosa biofilm. Although its activity is
compromised in the presence of plasma, D2S antibacterial
activity is maintained in ascites, cerebrospinal fiuid, saliva
and bronchoalveolar lavage fluid. D28 also prevents IL.-6 and
IL-8 release from LPS- or LTA-treated neutrophils, suggest-
ing that this molecule might also prevent systemic inflamma-
tion caused by bacterial wall products. D2S-mediated trans-
location of GFP-GR in BAECs indicates that some of its
anti-inflammatory activities involve engagement of glucocor-
ticoid receptors. The combined antibacterial and anti-inflam-
matory activity of D2S suggest its potential as an alternative
to natural CAPs in the prevention and treatment of some
bacterial infection.

The Materials and Methods used in the present example are
now described.

Materials

Tryptic Soy Broth (TSB), Mueller Hinton Agar (MHA)
and Pseudomonas Isolation Agar were purchased from
DIFCO (Sparks, Md.). Brain Heart Infusion Agar (BHI) was
from Emapol (Gdansk, Poland) Mannitol Salt Agar (MSA),
ID 32 STAPH kit to identified staphylococcal isolates were
from bioMerieux, (LLa Balme Les Grottos, France), E-test to
determine susceptibility to methicillin were obtained from
AB Biodisk (Solna, Sweden). Beta-Lactamase (cefinase) test
was from Becton Dickinson (San Jose, Calif., USA). LPS
(Escherichia coli, serotype 026:B6) and dexamethasone was
purchased from Sigma (St Louis, Mo.), P. aeruginosa Xen 5
(a mucold clinical strain isolated from human septicemia)
that was engineered through conjugation and transposition of
a plasmid carrying transposon TnS luxCDABE, was pur-
chased from Caliper Life Science Inc. (CA, USA). LL.-37 and
HB-71 peptides were purchased from Bachem (King of Prus-
sia, Pa.). Human IL-6 and IL.-8 Elisa kits were obtained from
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Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc, (Rockwood, Tenn.). Purified
LTA (S. aureus) was a kind gift. Solution of human albumin
was from Baxter Healthcare Corporation (Glendale, Calif.).
DS, D2S and CSA-13 were synthesized as described previ-
ously (Ding et al., 2002, ] Med Chem 45:663-9). CF sputum
samples were collected by spontaneous expectoration from
patients attending the University of Pennsylvania Health Sys-
tem Adult Cystic Fibrosis Center at Presbyterian Hospital
(PA, USA,; IRB-803255).

Antimicrobial Activity

Mannitol salt agar was used to isolate bacteria from clinical
specimens. Most Staphylococcus aureus (S. aureus) strains
were from puss (infected surgical wounds, diabetic foot or
furunculus). S. aureus identification was performed with an
1D 32 STAPH kit followed by reading of results using the
ATB system bioMerieux, (La Balme Les Grottes, France)
according to the manufacturer’s instructions. The presence of
beta-lactamase and susceptibility to methicillin and vanco-
mycin were determined using cefinase and E-test respec-
tively. For these assays aerobic bacteria growth was con-
ducted in BHI according to provider recommendations. S.
aureus susceptibility to macrolides, lincosamides and strep-
togramins B was evaluated using diffusion methods on MHA
with bacterial inoculum at density 0.5 (McFarland scale)
(2009, Performance Standards for Antimicrobial Susceptibil-
ity Testing; Nineteenth Informational Supplement, Clinical
and Laboratory Standarts Institute 29:M-100-S19; Fie-
belkorn etal, 2003, J Clin Microbiol 41:4740-4744; Leclercq,
2002, Clin Infect Dis 34:482-492). D2S minimum inhibitory
concentration (MIC) and minimum bactericidal concentra-
tion (MBC) against different strains of Staphyvlococcus
aureus (8x10"5 cfu/ml) were determined using Muller-Hin-
ton broth and MHA respectively. The bactericidal activities of
D28, HB-71 and LL-37 against Pseudomonas aeruginosa (P.
aeruginosa) in sputum samples collected from cystic fibrosis
(CF) patients with chronic lung infection were measured as
previously described (Bucki et al., 2004, Antimicrob Agents
Chemother 48:1526-1533). The CF sputa were diluted 10x
and 100 1A samples were treated with antibacterial agents
(10-200 pM). After a one-hour incubation at 37° C., the
suspensions were placed on ice and diluted 10- to 1000-fold.
10 pl aliquots of each dilution were spotted on Pseudomonas
isolation agar plates for overnight culture at 37° C. The num-
ber of colonies at each dilution was counted the following
morning. The colony forming units (CFU/ml) of the indi-
vidual samples were determined from the dilution factor and
were used to calculate the % of bacteria outgrowth.

Biofilm Assay

Starting from an overnight culture of Pseudomonas
aeruginosa Xen 5, growth in TRB to late stationary phase, a
dilution containing ~10"8 cfu/ml was made. For each experi-
ment, bacteria suspensions were placed in 24 well polysty-
rene plates and a biofilm was allowed to form for 24 hours.
Bacteria adherent to the plate were considered a biofilm and
cells not adherent to the surface of the plate were considered
planktonic and were washed out before D2S addition to indi-
vidual wells. Biofilm density after D2S treatment was evalu-
ated using Crystal Violet (CV) staining (0.1%) as described
previously (Peeters, et al., 2008, J Microbial Methods 72:157-
165). The mutagen plasmid (XenS5) gives the P. aeruginosa
bacteria a measurable chemiluminescence, which was also
quantified using a Fuji Film LAS-300 system before and after
D2S treatment as a measure of biofilm viability. Chemilumi-
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nescence (densitometry analysis) Was performed using
Image Gauge (version 4.22) software (Fuji Photo Film Co,
USA).

Evaluation of D2S Antibacterial Activity in Different
Body Fluids

Natural CAPs as a part of host defense system can kill
bacteria on mucosal or skin surfaces, but their antibacterial
activity is inhibited in circulation due to interaction with
blood lipoproteins. Accordingly, ApoA-1 was found to spe-
cifically interact and inhibit bactericidal ability of cathelici-
din LL-37 (Wang, et al., 1998, J Biol Chem 273:33115-
33118). Many other factors, present at infection sites such as
mucins, negatively charged DNA and F-actin can compro-
mise CAPs bactericidal activity as well (Bucki et al., 2007,
Eur Respir J 29:624-632; Herasimenka et al., 2005, Peptides
26:1127-1132; Weiner et al, 2003, Am J Respir Cell Mol Biol
28:738-745). To assess D2S potential to kill bacteria in dif-
ferent environments, changes of P. aeruginosa Xen5 lumi-
nescence (~10"8 CFU/ml) growth in PBS or PBS mixed with
50% of plasma, ascites, cerebrospinal-fluid, saliva and BAL
were evaluated at different times points, up to six hours after
D2S addition (10 and 30 uM).

Determination of IL-6 and IL-8 Concentration

Neutrophils were isolated from human blood using the
endotoxin-free Lympholyte-poly kit (Cedarlane, Ontario,
Canada). At the end of the isolation process, neutrophils were
suspended (~7x1076 cells/ml) in RPMI buffer containing 2%
human albumin and activated with LPS from Escherichia coli
(50 ng/ml) or LTA from Staphylococcus aureus (10 ng/ml).
When required D2S was added to neutrophil samples ~1
minute before LPS or LTA addition. Cell-free neutrophil
supernatants were collected 24 hours after addition of bacte-
rial wall products by centrifugation (5000xg, 5 minutes) and
stored at —80° C. until cytokine determination. IL.-6 and IL.-8
were measured using a sandwich enzyme-linked immunosor-
bent assay (ELISA), according to the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions. The detection limit was 30 pg/ml.

GFP-GR Translocation Study

BAECs were seeded at 1x10"5/ml in 24 well plates and
allowed to spread overnight. Cells were transfected with
GFP-GR chimeric protein by adding 450 ng of DNA com-
plexed with 2 ul of lipofectamine in a 200 ul volume of
Optimem media growth to each well of a 24 well plate for
~1.5 hour. The DNA-lipofectamine complex was then
removed and cells placed in DMEM supplemented with 0.5%
calf serum. This reduced level of calf serum was used to
prevent non-specific translocation of GFP-GR receptor in
response to hormones in the serum. After 24 hours, GFP-GR
expression was observed in ~70% of cells. The cells were
then treated with dexamethasone, DS, D2S, CSA-13 and
LL-37 (0.01-1 uM) for 1 hour and imaged. Analysis of GFP-
GR translocation was conducted by counting the number of
cells in each field of view, which had GFP-GR nuclear local-
ization compared to total number of cells. ~40 cells were
analyzed per condition.

The Results of the present example are now described.

D2S Bactericidal Activity Against Clinical Strains of
S. aureus and P. aeruginosa

Susceptibility testing of the clinical isolates of S. aureus
demonstrate that the D28 (FIG. 10) MIC and MBC values
range between 1.7-3.6 and 1.7-13.8 pg/ml respectively (FIG.
11A). The observed concentrations that effectively eradicated
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each of 16 tested clinical strains of S. aureus bacteria were
similar to those observed for CSA-13 (data not shown) as well
as to previously reported CSA-13 values, when its activity
was evaluated against clinical isolates of vancomycin-inter-
mediate S. aureus (VISA), heterogeneous vancomycin-inter-
mediate S. aureus (WVISA), and vancomycin-resistant S.
aureus (VRSA) (Chin et al., 2007, Antimicrob Agents
Chemother 51:1268-1273). Differences in D2S MIC values
obtained for four S. aureus groups, that were defined based on
bacteria susceptibility to methicillin, streptogramins B and
presence of beta-lactamase (A, B, C and D; FIG. 11A), were
notobserved. In the other set of experiments, the antibacterial
activity of D28 against clinical strains of P. aeruginosa was
compared with the antibacterial activity of the naturally
occurring antibacterial agent L.L-37 peptide and a synthetic
HB-71 peptide. This comparison, performed in diluted CF
sputum samples, reveals lower bacteria outgrowth after D2S
addition than after L1.-37 or HB-71 addition (FIG. 11B). The
synthetic HB-71 peptide which was selected from 150 anti-
bacterial agents based on a screen against multidrug-resistant
clinical isolates of P, aeruginosa (Zhang et al., 2005, Antimi-
crob Agents Chemother 49:2921-2927) was also less effec-
tive than CSA-13 (data not shown) suggesting that the strat-
egy to design new antibacterial molecules as antibacterial
peptide mimics has more potential then strategies focusing on
new cationic peptide sequences.

D2S Activity Against Bacteria Embedded in

Pulmonary infections caused by biofilm-forming 2.
aeruginosa are major risk factors for high morbidity and
mortality in patients with cystic fibrosis. In a biofilm state,
bacteria are highly resistant to antibiotics and the host
immune system. FIG. 12 shows D28 activity in pre-formed P.
aeruginosa Xen 5 biofilm environment, evaluated using
quantification of biofilm mass with CV staining and lumines-
cence measurement indicative of bacteria viability. Because
cells (both living and dead), as well as matrix are indistin-
guishably stained by CV (Pitts et ah, 2003, J Microbial Meth-
ods 54:269-276), a decrease in CV staining over time after
D2S addition indicates mostly a decrease of biofilm forma-
tion. However, D28 treatment may also cause the disruption
of pre-formed biofilm. With D2S concentration above 25 uM,
the biofilm mass decreased almost 50%, which is above the
estimated biofilm growth. The observed decrease in lumines-
cence of P. aeruginosa biofilm after D2S treatment indicates
a strong ability of these molecules to reach and affect bacte-
rial cells residing in the complex structure of a biofilm mass.

D2S Activity in Different Body Fluids

Bacterial infection takes place in various areas of the body
which may affect the antibacterial activity depending on the
local environment. To assess the potential of D2S to kill
bacteria in different body compartments, the luminescence of
P. aeruginosa Xen 5 bacteria in PBS suspensions containing
50% of different body fluids including plasma, ascites, cere-
brospinal fluid, saliva and BAL was evaluated. Human body
fluid specimen collection was performed in accordance with
an approved protocol by the Medical University of Bialystok
Ethics Committee for Research on Humans and Animals and
written consent was obtained from all subjects. In this set of
experiments, the ability of D2S to decrease P, aeruginosa Xen
5 luminescence was used as a measure of antibacterial activ-
ity. An increase of bacteria luminescence (2-15 times) that
was observed six hours after bacteria growing in presence of
different body fluid, compared to P. aeruginosa Xen 5 lumi-
nescence in PBS, indicates differences in bacteria growth that
likely reflects availability of nutrition and presence of host
immune defense molecules (FIG. 13). Under 10 uM D2S
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treatment, a decrease of bacterial luminescence was observed
in all evaluated body fluids except for blood plasma. With an
increase of D28 concentration from 10 to 30 pM, lumines-
cence decreased significantly for blood plasma as well as the
other body fluids. More precisely, the luminescence decrease
in plasma was 26% while in presence of other body fluids
such as ascites, cerebrospinal fluid, saliva and BAL reached
91, 88, 96 and 97% respectively.

D2S Prevents LPS and LTA—Induced Release of
Interleukins from Human Neutrophils

Interleukin (IL) release, in response to bacteria products
during infection, represents an important step towards devel-
opment of systemic inflammation. Therefore, developing an
anti-LPS/LTA molecule would confer an efficient strategy for
preventing negative effects of bacteria derived molecules
released at infection sites. In human neutrophils, bacterial
wall products such as LPS and L'TA govern IL. production via
TLR/NF-kB pathways, which trigger the transcription of pro-
inflammatory cytokine genes. Accordingly, as shown in FIG.
14, total amount of IL-6 and IL-8 detected in neutrophil
supernatant 24 hours after their activation was significantly
higher compared to the amount detected in non-activated
samples, D28 treatment (10-20 uM) results in a significant
and concentration dependent decrease in IL-6 and IL-8
release from neutrophils (FIG. 14). These data suggest that
D2S tightly binds to LPS and LTA and this binding results in
attenuation of bacterial wall products’ ability to reach and
activate TLR.

D2S Glucocorticoid Activity

Nuclear localization of GR is one test of glucocorticoid
activity that was previously used to study DS pharmacologi-
cal effects (Gruneich et al, 2004, Gene Ther 11:668-674). As
shown on FIG. 15A, efficient transfection of BAECs results in
a fluorescent signal that can be detected and analyzed with
microscopy. A 60-minute treatment of BAECs expressing
GFP-GR, protein with dexamethasone, DS or D2S caused
nuclear localization of GFP-GR at doses from 0.01-1 pM.
However, CFP-GR translocation was not observed with CSA-
13 treatment and LI.-37 (data not shown) at similar tested
concentrations (FIG. 15B). This finding indicates that D2S
has strong glucocorticoidal activity, which should enlarge the
spectrum of its anti-inflammatory action.

Antibacterial Activity of LL-37 Peptide and D2S
Against Pathogens Associated with Oral Infections

The antibacterial activity for LL.-37 peptide and D2S was
measured following the methods discussed elsewhere herein.
Briefly, susceptibility testing of the pathogens associated
with oral infections was conducted. MIC and MBC values for
D2S were compared with the values for the naturally occur-
ring antibacterial agent L.L-37 peptide as well as AMC
(amoxicillin/clavulonic acid). See FIG. 16. The observed
concentrations that effectively eradicated each of tested
pathogens associated with oral infection were general lower
using D2S compared to LL-37 peptide. The results presented
herein demonstrate that D2S is a novel antibacterial molecule
for treating oral infections.

The antibacterial activity for the LL.-37 peptide and D2S
was also evaluated against bacterial isolated from dental
plaque. MIC and MBC values for D2S were compared with
the values for the naturally occurring antibacterial agent
LL-37 peptide. See FIG. 17. The results presented herein
demonstrate that D28 is a novel antibacterial molecule for
treating oral infections.
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D2S Activity in Different Body Fluids

Bacterial infection takes place in various areas of the body
which may affect the antibacterial activity depending on the
local environment. To assess the potential of D2S to kill
bacteria in different body compartments, the luminescence of
P. aeruginosa Xen 5 bacteria in PBS suspensions containing
50% of different body fluids including plasma, cerebrospinal
fluid, saliva, abdominal fluid, BAL, and urine was evaluated
as discussed elsewhere herein. In this set of experiments, the
ability of D28 to decrease P. aeruginosa Xen luminescence
was used as a measurement of antibacterial activity. See FIG.
18.

The ability of D2S to kill bacteria in different body com-
partments was also evaluated with respect to S. aureus Xen29
bacteria. The luminescence of S. aureus Xen29 bacteria in
PBS suspensions containing 50% of different body fluids
including plasma, cerebrospinal fluid, saliva, abdominal
fluid, BAL, and urine was evaluated as discussed elsewhere
herein. In this set of experiments, the ability of D2S to
decrease S. aureus Xen29 luminescence was used as a mea-
sure of antibacterial activity. See FIG. 19.

The results presented herein demonstrate that D2S is able
to kill different types of bacteria in different body compart-
ments. In summary, the results presented heroin demonstrate
that D28 can exhibit antimicrobial activity in biological envi-
ronments.

The disclosures of each and every patent, patent applica-
tion, and publication cited herein are hereby incorporated
herein by reference in their entirety. While this invention has
been disclosed with reference to specific embodiments, it is
apparent that other embodiments and variations of this inven-
tion may be devised by others skilled in the art without depart-
ing from the true split and scope of the invention. The
appended claims are intended to be construed to include all
such embodiments and equivalent variations.
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What is claimed is:

1. A method of treating an infection in a subject in need
thereof, the method comprising administering to the subject a
conjugated dexamethasone-spermine compound, wherein
the compound is the only active antimicrobial agent admin-
istered to the subject, wherein in the compound the spermine
is conjugated to the C-21 position of the dexamethasone,

wherein administration of the compound to the subject

treats the infection in the subject; and

wherein the infection is caused by a bacterium selected

from the group consisting of Bacillus subtilis, Entero-
coccus faecalis, Escherichia coli, Fusobacterium
nucleatum, Helicobacter pylori, Lactobacillus casel,
Moraxella catarrhalis, Peptostreptococcus anaerobius,
Porphyromonas gingivalis, Pseudomonas aeruginosa,
Staphylococcus aureus, Streptococcus mutans, Strepto-
coccus pneumoniae, Streptococcus pyogenes, Strepto-
coccus salivarius, Streptococcus sanguinis, and Tanner-
ella forsythensis.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the compound com-
prises a first dexamethasone conjugated through the C-21
position to a first primary amine on the spermine and a second
dexamethasone conjugated through the C-21 position to a
second primary amine on the spermine.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the subject is a human.

4. A method of treating an infection in a subject in need
thereof, the method comprising administering to the subject a
therapeutically effective amount of a conjugated steroid-
polyamine compound, wherein the compound is the only
active antimicrobial agent administered to the subject,
wherein the steroid is dexamethasone and the polyamine is
spermine;

wherein the compound is prepared by a method comprising

the steps of: mixing a steroid, a conjugating reagent, and
a polyamine, wherein the conjugating reagent conju-

SEQUENCE LISTING

<160> NUMBER OF SEQ ID NOS: 2
<210>
<211>
<212>
<213>

SEQ ID NO 1

LENGTH: 37

TYPE: PRT

ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

<400> SEQUENCE: 1

Leu Leu Gly Asp Phe Phe Arg Lys Ser Lys Glu Lys Ile Gly Lys Glu

1 5 10

15

Phe Lys Arg Ile Val Gln Arg Ile Lys Asp Phe Leu Arg Asn Leu Val

20 25
Pro Arg Thr Glu Ser
35

<210> SEQ ID NO 2

<211> LENGTH: 18

<212> TYPE: PRT

<213> ORGANISM: Homo sapiens

<400> SEQUENCE: 2

30

Phe Ala Lys Lys Leu Ala Lys Lys Leu Lys Lys Leu Ala Lys Lys Leu

1 5 10

Ala Lys

15
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gates the polyamine through the C-21 position of the
steroid to generate the compound, and purifying the
compound;
wherein administration of the compound to the subject
treats the infection in the subject; and 5
wherein the infection is caused by a bacterium selected
from the group consisting of Bacillus subtilis, Entero-
coccus faecalis, FEscherichia coli, Fusobacterium
nucleatum, Helicobacter pylori, Lactobacillus casel,
Moraxella catarrhalis, Peptostreptococcus anaerobius, 10
Porphyromonas gingivalis, Pseudomonas aeruginosa,
Staphylococcus aureus, Streptococcus mutans, Strepto-
coccus pneumoniae, Streptococcus pyogenes, Strepto-
coccus salivarius, Streptococcus sanguinis, and Tanner-
ella forsythensis. 15
5. The method of claim 4, wherein the compound com-
prises is a first dexamethasone conjugated through the C-21
position to a first primary amine on the spermine and a second
dexamethasone conjugated through the C-21 position to a
second primary amine on the spermine. 20
6. The method of claim 4, wherein the conjugating reagent
is 2-iminothiolane.
7. The method of claim 4, wherein the subject is a human.
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